Education 488-4

The Visual Arts, Imagery, And Education

Summer Session, 1984 Instructor: Dan Nadaner
Tuesdays, Thursdays, 1:00 - 4:50 Location: on campus

The Visual Arts, Imagery, and Education is a seminar course open to
graduate students, and to a Timited number of undergraduates, with the
consent of the instructor. The course should be of interest to students
interested in thinking processes associated with education, and with the
role of imagery in new forms of classroom activities. No background in
the visual arts is required.

The course reviews recent research on mental imagery, and explores
the role of the image in education. Specific areas to be focused on in-
cluded: imagery in writing, imagery in the visual arts, and imagery in
social studies. Course requirements consist of readings and two 6 - 10
page papers, one concerned with theories of mental imagery and one with
educational applications.

OQutline of Class Sessions

1. Theories of Mental Imagery

A. The debate: Do we think in images?
And, if so, what are they like?

“  '; B. Comparing evidence from several fields:
L The classics, the "old" psychology, psychoanalysis,
art education, philosophy, and the "new"
cognitive psychology.
2. Potentials for Imagery In Education

A. The natural way to think: arguments from
psychologists and educators.

B. The natural way to write: Gabrielle Rico's

Writing The Natural Way

c. Guest lecture: imagery and other curriculum areas
3. Practical Projects: Imagery In the Arts and Social Studies
A. The natural way to create in the visual arts.
1. Looking at drawing as a record of perceptions.

2. Looking at painting as a record of emotions.
3. Imagery activities for the school.
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B. Improving images of other cultures in the social studies.

1. Evidence from recent research in
British Columbia
2. Obstacles. to better imagery: stereotypes in
the media and what the teacher can do about them
3. Learning to "map" the social world: the
Steinberg system.

Course Requirements

1. Completion of required readings, and participation in discussions,
is a basic requirement of the course.

2. The first six to ten page paper will compare the arguments of two
theorists of mental imagery. The paper will compare and contrast
their views on the nature and significance of mental imagery, and
evaluate the respective strengths of their views. Due at middle
of term.

3. The second six to ten page paper will deal with some aspect of the
role of imagery in education. It is suggested that you analyze the
ideas of one of the writers on imagery and education (for examp]e,
Egan, Abbs, Rico, Arnheim, Gorden, Eldridge, Nadaner) :
and develop a new type of learning experience that emerges from these
ideas. A1l students will plan this paper in consultation with the
instructor. Types of projects could include: dream poetry, analyzing
heroes and sex-role stereotypes on T.V., painting and emotions,
writing and autobiography, etc. Students may emphasize their own
creative work in this paper if they are so inclined.
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