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TO: SENATE T - FROM: REGISTRAR
RE: GRADING . ' o : T DATE: JULY 18, 1966

The enclosed is being sent out prior to the regular agenda of Senate
so that you may have an oppOrtunity to consider the issues raised and discuss

them with your colleagues before the Senate meeting on August lst. Please

"bring these papers with you to the meeting.

If there is any further information you think I may be able to SuppiLy,

please call me,

D. P. Robertson

Eﬁcls.
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A HISTORY OF GRADING SYSTEMS AT SIMON FRASER UNIVERSITY
by D. P. Robertson

On February 18, 1965, the Board of Governors acting on behalf of Senate approved
a grading system proposed by the Registrar (Norman Barton). This grading system
was published in the first volume of the University Calendar and in the revision
to that first volume. (see History 1, attached)

On December 2, 1965, the Faculty of Science approved a motion, unopposed,
recommending to Senate the adoption of a four point scale for the calculation
of averages.

The Registrar, (D.P. Robertson) presented a grading system to the joint meeting
of Faculty on January 19, 1966. (see History 2)

The joint meeting accepted recommendation #2 and turned the other recommendations
down by a vote of 24 to 27.

On January 24, 1966, the Senate approved the modifications to the origiﬁal
grading system as recommended by the joint meeting of faculty for publication
in the 1966-67 Calendar. (see History 3)

The President appointed a President's committee to consider and make recommen-
dations regarding grading and scholastic standings. The Registrar was named
chairman and there were two representatives recommended by each Dean. The
committee met on a number of occasions and considered numerous grading systems.
On the approval of the President the committee's report was submitted to the
three faculties. (see History 4)

The faculties of Education and Science approved the recommendatlons of the
Committee.

The faculty of Arts decided by a vote of 9 to 8 to submit alternative
recommendations to the Senate. (see History 5)

The Senate approved the recommendations of the President's commlttee at its
meeting of May 2, 1966. :

The Registrar distributed the supplement to the'Caléndar'(see History 6) to all
students, Secondary schools, other Canadian Universities, and the B.C. Departmeﬁt
of Educatlon

On June 3, 1966, the faculty of Arts passed a motion 24 to 1l requesting the
Senate to reinstate the Grades A- and C+.

On July &4, 1966, the Dean of Arts presented a paper to Senate (see History 7)

and the Senate voted in favour of rescinding its motion of May 2nd to approve
the President's Committee report. - '

July 18, 1966.
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.Standing and Credit

1. The ‘mark for each course will be entered on the student's record
" by a letter grade: "

First Class Standing, A+, A, A-;
Sccona llass Standing, B+, B, B-;
Pass Standing, C+, C;

Standing Granted, T;

Failure, F;

Special Conditions, X;

2. The letter grade T, Standing Granted, will be entered on the
record when a student obtains a mark just short of the C grade
and when, in the opinion of the examiner, the student should’
not continue studies in the subject. The student will not be
allowed to take further courses in the subject.

3. The letter grade X, Special Conditions, will be entered on the
record when conditions exist which prevent the examiner from
making a standard evaluation of the student's work, e.g. when
a student, for medical or compassionate reasons, cannot write
the examination, or for medical reasons misses a large porticn
of the semester. When such a student can provide proof of
medical or compassionate reasons for his action he may be
granted a deferred examination, and may be granted permission
to write the examination in the subject when it is next regularly
scheduled, without repeating the course.

R

Page 75
Calendar Vol I 1965

July 18, 1966.
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TO: Joint Mecting of Faculty

FROM: Registrar .,

SUBJECT; Procedure td Determine Schoiarship.Standings

i

The following is recommended for adoption as a procedure to determine
scholarship standings. :

Reccmmendation 1

r Elimination of the fine structure (A+, A-, etc.). This will allow

.a 4-point scale which is the scale most commonly used on the North American

continent. The Faculty of Science has recommended the elimina:ion of the
fine structure to Senate.

Recommendation 2

Elimination of the X grade; substitution of D for the present T:
substitution of Def. for the present D.

X - Students will be required to file with the Registrar,

. medical certificates, etc., to substantiate requests fecr

- deferred exams in cases where they failed to write fcr
these reasons. Such requests and supporting documents
must be filed within 4 days of the date of the examin-
.ation. The Registrar will consult with the department
concerned and a Def. grade may be granted. Where the
department does not wish to grant a deferred exam, an
N grade will be given.

T - The ambiguity associated with this grade this past semester
suggests it is not a useful grade to retain.

D - This grade is commonly used to signify the bottom of the
scale before an outright failure is recorded. 1t is
suggested departments may wish to stipulate that az "DY
in a pre-requisite is an insufficient standing to allcw
the student to carry on in the subject. A "D" grade is
usually not transferrable as a credit from one 1nstitutior
to another.

»

Recommendation 3

Adoption of a 4-point scale, grade points, and grade point aversge as
follows: : :

a) Numerical values are assigned to letter grades.

4 )
B - 3 )
c - 2 ) - Passing Grades
D - 1 ) ' :
F,N, Def - 0 )
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the faculty.
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b)

c)

e Smoalshe i

Grade points are assigned to each course by multiplying the
numer ical value by the.semester hour value for the course.

A grade point average istqomputed by dividing the total
number of grade points by the total number of semester
hours. :

"Lettef Grade Numerical Value Semester Hours Gréde Point

A 4 3 12
A 4 3 2
B 3 3 9
Cc 2 3 6
C 2 3 _6

15 45

Grade Point Average 45 = 3.0
15

This allows us to assign a meaningful, commonly used, over-all
standing for a semester without requiring specific percentage points from

Recormendation 4

Establish the following scale for over-all schoiarship standings.

' SFU Grade Point Average

First Class 3.2 - 4.0
Second Class 2.6 - 3.1
Pass ) 1.0 - 2.5

Reccmmendation 5

Credit for the Semester

.ll

Full-Time Studengs

A student taking 12 semester hours or more must achieve a grade
point average of 1.0 to secure any credit for any course in the
semester. A gtudent achieving less than 1.0 will be ccunted es.
failing the semester; the semester hours attempted will te
added to the divisor in the cumulative grade point average, but
there will be O semester hours credit added to the dividerd.

Part-Time Students

A student taking 11 semester hours or less must achieve a grade
point average of 1.3 to secure any credit for any course in the
semester. A student achieving less than 1.3 will be counted as
failing the semester; the semester hours attempted will be
added to the divisor in the cumulative grade point average, but
there will be O semester hours credit added to the dividerd.

.o
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‘ . . Standings Required for Continuance at the University

-1, Students will be allowed to continue with a cumulative* gradsz
point average less than 1.0 for two semesters only. If the
cumulative grade point -average is less than 1.0 for the third
time the student may be required to withdraw, although the
committee may exercise discretion in those cases where the
current semester grade point average is 2.0 or more.

,

total number of grade points earned since
attending the University.

Recommendation 6 ‘ -, A‘1;/¢

* Cumulative Grade Point Average = total number of semester hours attempted
: since attending the University.

2. Notwithstanding the above, students will be allowed only two
 occasions where the semester grade point average is less than
1.0. On the third occasion the student may be requlred to
withdraw.

3. In addition to 1 and 2 above the individual departments may
require certain standings in their subject for major and hcror
students. Failure to meet these departmental requirements T2y
result in a request to withdraw from the major or honor program
at the discretion of the department.

I 3

' . ' . ’ 4. To be eligible for graduation the total grade points must te

i R . -equal to twice the total semester hours ever undertaken at *he

i ' University. For students who were admitted with no advaﬁce or

| transfer credit, this means the total grade points for a Cereral

{ Program degree must total at least 240; for an Honors program

| degree, at least 272. In both cases the cumulative grade point
average on graduation must be at least 2.0.

Y
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Attachment to Recommendation for Procedure to Determine Scholarship

Standings
Examples - ,f}k
Recommendation 5, Item'l ' »a.\;'v, ,
oo - - 7. Numerical Semester Grade
-~ Example 1 Letter Grade ‘ Value . Hours ‘Point
Course .1 D . 1 3 3
o 2 D 1 3 3
3 D 1 3 3
4 D 1 3 3
5 . D 1. 3 3
‘ 15 15

S B
Grade Point Average 15 = 1.0

5

Student retains credit for all courses - earns total of 15 semester
hours credit.

. " - Numerical Semester Grade
. Example 2 Letter Grade Value Hours Point
Course 1 D 1 3 3
2 D 1 3 3
3 D | 1 3 3
4 D 1 3 3
5 F 0 3 3
15 12

——

'~ Grade Point Average 12 = .8
: 15

Student receives no credit for any courses - earns total of 0
semester hours credit. :

o RO G
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: Student retains credit for courses passed - earns total of 6
semester hours credit. :

Q{”ﬂé&bﬂ;&/)
History 2 (cont'd.) -5 -
. Recommendation 5, Item 2 X;
N 2 . _
. — Numerical Semester Grade
Example 1 -Letter Grade Value . Hours Point
Course 1 | c 2 3 6
2 c 2 3 6
3 'F -0 3 -0
9 -12
Grade Point Average 12 = 1.3
9

: Numerical Semester Grade
Example 2 Letter Grade Value Hours Point
Course 1 -C 2 3 6
N ] D 1 - 3 ' 3
3 F | 0 -3 0
: : - » . : 9 9

Grade PoinE,Average 9 = 1.0
9 .

Student receives no credit for any courses - ‘earns total of O
semester hours credit.

Ty (BRI RN
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July 18, 1966.
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Recommendation 6, Item 1 Uy
Semester 1 ‘Semester 2 .Semester 3
. C c c
D Cc -C
D F c
F F C
F F F
Grade Point 0 0 1.6
Average
Cumulative Grade 0 0 .5 May be required
Point Average (on probation) to withdraw for reason

of 3 consecutive occasions
where cumulative G.P.A.
- .less than 1

" the cumulative G.P.A., would still be less than 1.0

but the semester G.P.A. of 2.0 would indicate to
the committee that the student is picking up and
could be allowed to continue.
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Standing and Credit oA

1. The' mark for each course will be entered on the student's
"tecord by a letter grade: -

First Class Standing, A+, A, A-
Second Class Standing, B+, B, B-
Pass Standing, C+, C, D

Failure, F

Deferred, Def.

Did Not Write, N

@) The letter grade, Def., will be given when a physician's .
certificate or other document substantiating a request for

a deferment on medical or compassionate grounds is received
by the Registrar within four days of the date on which the
examination was to have been written and when such deferment
is agreed to by the instructor involved.

"E) The letter grade N is given when a student registered for a

: course and did not write the examination and did not with-
g draw before the set date. An N is considered an F for
- purposes of scholastic standing.

1966-67
Calendar Vol II

July 18, 1966.
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President's Committee on Examinétion Grading,énd Scholastic Standings

PROPOSED GRADING SYSTEM AT SFU

i

A. Grading Scale - :

g

Letter Grade " Pts. for Internal Use ~ Pts. for External Use
Av 4.5 4.0
A 4.0 4.0
B+ 3.5 3.0
B ' ! 300 3-0
B- . 2.5 3.0
c 2.0 2.0
C- 1.5 2.0
D 1.0 1.0
F 0 0
. Def. * 0 0
- N - %% 0 0
.' . Instructors would submit letter grades from Column 1. The Registrar would con-

vert to Columns 2 and 3. Colﬁmns 1 and 3 would appear on the student's statement

of marks. Column 2 would be a "private" calculation to provide to the SFU Scholar-
ship and Awards Committee each semester a list which makes finer dlstlnctlons than
the four categories used in Column 3.

Questions:

(a) Why not just use Column 2? The Committee was of the opinion that the use of
Column 2 "inside and Column 3 '"outside'" satisfied both sides on the contro-
versy over the degree of exactitude possible in marking. And. it does no
damage to the student if all faculty strive to use the full range of grades
available knowing that the fine structure of grade points is only for intermal

" purposes.

* The letter grade, Def., will be given when a physician's certificate or other
document substantiating a request for a deferment on medical or compassionate
grounds is received by the Registrar within four days of the date on which the
examination was to have been written and when such deferment is agreed to by
the instructor involved. .The Def. grade may be removed when a new grade is
established; the meéthod of establishing the new grade is a matter between the
instructor and the Registrar.

%%  The letter grade N is given wher a student registered for a course and did not
‘ write the examination and did not withdraw before the set date. An N is con-
f : - -sidered an F for purposes of scholastic standing.

-2 -
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While some fine structure is essential for the purposes of the Scholar-
ship and Awards Committee the four point scale is certainly the most
commonly used in North America and there appears to be some virtue in
helping our students to appear reasonably "normal'" on their transcripts.

'(b) Will it not be puzzling, to studénts ag well as others, if a man with

5(A+) comes out with the same grade points as a man with 5(A)?

To some degree, it may be puzzling, but no more so than that the very
same thing occurs under every conceivable system of grading except per-
centage points or some similar ultra-fine -structure. All this proposal
does is draw attention to this possibility and give a lift to the student
with 5(A+) which would not be possible with mere A's. 1In addition, the
man with 5(A+) does appear ahead of the man with 5(A) on the Scholarship

list.
B. A grade point average is computed by the Registrar by dividing the total
number of grade points by the total number of semester hours.
Example:
Numerical Semester .
Letter Grade Value . __Hours Grade Point
.- Course 1 ~ A 4 ' 3 12
Course 2 A+ ' 4 3 12
.Coqrse 3 : B- : 3 3 , 9
Course 4 ¢ 2 , 3 6
Course 5 : F , 0 4 0
L 16 39
Grade Point Average 39 = 2.44
1 .
C. Standings for the Semester
The Committee recommends that no rigid determination be made of the grade point
average required for First Class, Second Class and Pass Standing at this time.
The Committee recommends that for the time being the Scholarship and Awards
Committee determine for its own purposes and for the purposes of government
awards what the cut-off points are for each semester. S
D. Credit for the Semester
The Committee recommends that any semester hours credit gained by granted to the
student regardless of the standing in the course, or number of courses passed, or
the grade point average.
E. Standings required for continuance at the University .

The Committee recommends that students receiving a grade point average less

than 2.0 be placed on "probation" and that further action to be taken in such
cases be determined by the Senate Committee on Admissions and Standings.
: -3 -
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F.

Standings Required for Graduation

The Committee recommends that the minimum requirement for graduation be a
grade point average of 2.0 computed on the courses used for credit towards
the degree, and in addition there may be further requirements established
by departments for their major and honors program.

The Committee was asked by the Committee of Heads to make a recommendation
regarding the re-writing of papers. The Committee recommends that, except
in the case of a Def. grade, a student not be allowed to re-write (or write,
in the case of receiving an N grade) a paper unless he re-registers for the
course and participates in the course as required by the instructor.

Respectfully submitted,

"G. L. Bursill-Hall (Sub.B.E. Newton
- ' - Arts)
P. Copes - Arts
R.J.C. Harper - Education
K. E. Rieckhoff - Science
D. P. Robertson - Chairman (Registrar)
S. Stratton - Education
D. G. Tuck -~ Science

July 18, 1966. . : o

it

R

Sl

(N RS



o |  Sm oaqlulee

. 7 .
, “,é% !ap Lopltha g

.HISTORY 35

TO: Senate

FROM: Faculty of Arts

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE GRADING SYSTEM PROPOSED BY THE PRESIDENT'S CCMMITTEE
ON EXAMINATION GRADING AND SCHOLASTIC STANDING. :

Amendment 1: It is proposed that Columns 1 and 2 of the Comniittee's proposal be
changed to read as follows: : ' .

Letter Grade . Pts. for Internal Use'
A+ | 4.33 (or 4.3)
A - 4.0 _

A" 3‘66 (01' 307) :
B+ 3.33 (or 3.3)
B 3.0
B" 2'66 (Or 207)
cr 2.33 (or 2.3)
C : . : 2-0 . .
C- 1.66 (or 1.7)
D+ 1.33 (or 1.3)

* D 1.0 )
D- 0066 (01‘\0.7)
F . 0

~ Def * 0

i N Kk

* The letter grade, Def., will be given when a physician's certificate or other
40cument?substantiating a request for a deferment on medical or compassionate
grounds is received by the Imstructor within four days of the date on which
the examination wds to have been written. The Def. grade may be removed when
‘a new grade is established; the method of establishing the new grade is a
matter between the instructor and the Registrar.

#% The letter grade N is given when a student registered for a course and did not
write the examination and did not withdraw before the set date. An N is con-
sidered an F for purposes of scholastic standing.

Amendment 2: Add the letter grade I (Incomplete) to Column 1, making it a grade
to be given at the discretion of the teacher and to be converted

automatically into an F (by the Registrar) after an allotted period

(Passed by the Faculty of Arts at its meeting of April 21, 1966).

July 18, 1966.
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- General Regulations Rev. & -

Credit for the Semester

411 credit earned will be granted,
of the grade point.average for the senmester.

Standing Required for Continuance .

»

Students receiving a grade point average less

wz~.-wthan 2.0 on the. semester's results will be

placed on probation. Further action to be taken
in each incivicdual case will be decided by the
Senate Committee on Admissions & Standings.

GRADUATION

II.

. IIL.

addition,

T T it

The minimum qucHnmam:n for graduation is a
grade point average of 2.0, computed on the
courses used for credit towards the degree. In
there are further requirements speci-
fied by each department mon Hnm major or honours
program.

_Each candidate for a degree must make formal

application for graduation at least seven weeks
before the end of the semester in which he will
complete the requirements for the degree. Spec-
ial forms for this purpose are provided by the
Registrar's Office.

The list of successful candidates will be re- :
leased upon approval by the Senate. : i
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HISTORY 6

SLION FRASER dHH<nﬁmHax

SUPPLEMENT TO THE Hooo mw n>ﬁmzc:$

The Senate approved on May 2,
1966, a new grading scale and
various modifications to the
General Regulations to be mmmmonn
ive immediately. R

-

The changes are incorporated in

-the enclosed re-write of the 1966-

67 Calendar, pages 37 and 38.

D.P. Robertson
Registrar

May 11, 1966
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0 GENERAL REGULATIONS .
¥~-Fxaminations

Final examinations for courses that require them

General Regulations Rey. 2 °

wnmmo to a passing grade, or from one grade to the next
higher ¢lassification, the fee will be refunded. -

STANDING AND CREDIT

I

« 1. .

M sonamaww will be held during the last two fomxm 1. onmmwsmlmmmwm

MJ of each semester. . : mg %ﬂ@.\%%@% A

2. Fach student is expected ‘to participate in work - a. The amnw for mwnw course will be.entered on the -

Jw assigned during the seméster. The marks obtained ma:ao:n s recotd by a letter mnuam and a numer- . .

b for work during the semester may be used in de- ical mncw<mH05nﬂomHHmn a grade point, as follows: W

JW@ termining the final standing for the course. A A+) 4 B+) c) 2 D)L F )
passing grade in any examination does not ensure A) B) 3 c-) * DEF) 0
a passing grade for the course. B-) L N ) - m

3. .Students who miss examinations because of illness * The letter grade DEF will be given when a physician's!
or for compassionate reasons should obtain a certificate or other document substantiating a re-
~ physician's certificate or other supporting docu- quest for deferment on medical or.compassionate
ments in order to obtain consideration in the grounds is received by the Registrar within four days’
course. Such documents should be filed with the of the date from which the examination was to have
momwmnﬁmﬂhfwnrwa four days of the date on which been written or when the instructor in the course
the examination was to have been written. + wishes to defer submitting a final mark pending com- -
4. Except in the case of receiving a DEF grade a ‘pletion of further work from the student. The award-

student may not re-write (or write, in the case ing of the letter grade DEF will be subject to agree-
of receiving an N grade) a paper unless he re- ment between the Registrar and the instructor, as
registers for the course and participates in the will be the method of establishing the new grade.

, course as required by the H:mnncnhon.. **  The letter grade N is given when a student registered,
S. !mo-xomamnw.om Answver Papers ’ for a course and did not write the examination and w
- . . IR did not withdraw before the set date. An N is con-

a. Auny request Hwn n:w re-reading om.m: answer paper sidered an F for purposes of scholastic standing.
must be made in writing to the Registrar within :
ten days following the announcement? of the examin- b. A grade point average for the semester is computed
ation results and must be accompanied by a fee of . by dividing the total number of grade points by the
$5.00 for each paper. . . . total number of semester hours. o

b. Students who are prospective applicants should re- Example: Letter Numerical Semester Grade
member that papers are checked carefully, and those ‘ . Crade Value lours Point . m
for stnw the mark is a failure will have been re- Course 1 A 4 3 12 w_
read.  Applicants should state clearly their reasong Course 2 Ak 4 3 12 .
for vawo<»:m that the mark does not represent a Course 3 B- 3 3 9
true w<m~:mnwo: of their nmmonnmw _ Ccurse 4 C 2 3 6 j

€. Except under special Circumstances, not more than Ccurse 5 . 9 b 0. W
two papérs from any one sct of semester examin- 1¢ 39

ations may be ra-vead.

" .
If7oA r cading a paper,
s increNWd by such an

-
d. it is found that the mark

amount as to ralse a failing

Grade Point Average 39 -
16 .
=.2.44

.t
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HISTORY 7
SENATE S FROM: DEAN OF ARTS

June 22, 1966

-ARTS FACULTY REQUEST FOR MODIFICATION OF THE GRADING SYSTEM

At a recent meeting, the Faculty was notified by me of the Senate's accept-
ance of the Grading System proposed by the.President's Committee which was

- specially set up to make recommendations on this subject.

The Faculty had already expressed, by a marginal vote (9 to 8), its preference

"for a more detailed Grading System, and a correspondingly more detailed system

of numerical equivalents. This preference was considered, but over-ruled, in
the Senate meetlng referred to in (1) above, which adopted the recommendatlons
of the President's Committee.

When it was notified by me of the Senate's decision, the Faculty entered into
a further discussion of the Grading System, and by a vote of 25 to 1 urged

‘Senate to reintroduce the alphabetical grades of A- and C+. The Arts Faculty

was otherwise- ready to accept the details of the Gradlng System adopted by

.Senate.

If we consider the recent comparative study of student grades made by Charles
Hamilton, the difficulty of interpreting broad grades (A, B, C, D etc.) be-
comes immediately apparent. It exaggerates the gulf between B and C perfor-

‘mances by omitting the simple fact that many of the B's probably verged to-

wards B-, while many C's verged towards C+. In short, most students in a
course may really have fallen in an unseen, because unrecognlzed, category
whlch came between B and C.

The Faculty of Arts felt that the omission of A- and C+ was particularly un-

‘fortunate because these are perhaps the most critically useful grades: C+

might even be the most used grade.

The awarding of scholarships, bursaries, etc. frequently requlres some flne
distinction to be made between candidates who are in many other respects of
almost identical achievement.

In conclusion, the Arts Faculty feels that the top grade of A and the much-
used grade of C badly require sub-divisions. An unqualified A (A+ was thought
to be a contradiction rather than a qualification) will inhibit its user in the
many instances when a student's work attains some A quality without being
squarely A throughout: an unqualified C will produce similar difficulties for

the marker, thus lumping together students who almost made a B grade with students

who did really poorly.
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Scale Adopted

Juiy'la, 1966.
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P
Scale Recommended

Ay
A
A

Seipte
B
B-

C+
. C
C-

A . B . Cunningham
Chairman
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TO: SENATE ' © FROM: REGISTRAR
RE: GRADING ' | BN . DATE: JULY 18, 1966

.The attached memoranda were among those received by me following a

request to all faculty for an expressibn of opinion on the Grading question.

‘ 4 o 4 D. P, Robertson

Attached - 5 memoranda

/7
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RMERAORANDUM

Registrar.

Data..July 11th, 1066.

o rading. Sy tems.' ] Dot JULY, 11th, 1
Subjcet.....Gradin Svs ’ /(/ 1_// -
. Sge, ) A 2
. 4 /

F

In response to your memorandum of July 1lth, I am attaching g
copy of a memorandum I prepared some months ago. T feel it
is still relevant. :

A few additional comments are, perhaps, in order. . An important

consideration is, I believe, that a grading systen should provide
for the maximum degree of realistic discrimination amongst the
results of students. The fact that the system T Propose allows for.

‘a disérimination.by intervals of five Percentage points{ with an

open ¢lass interval at the top where there are few students) is
sigrificant here. A simple percentage point grading system is
unrealistic in that few markers can really discriminate between
results that are only one bPercentage point apart. But I believe
that most markers can distinguish results that are five percentage
points apart. In other words, while we cannot distinguish properly
between resulis of 72 and 73 per cent, we can between 72 and 77
per cent. Of course, there will always be borderline cases between
any two grades. This is a difficulty that no grading system can
circumvent. But in a finer grading system the consequences of
misplacing a student by one grade are not so severe. There is not
that much difference between a B and a B- or between a B~ and a

C+. In a coarser grading system the consequences of misplacing a
student by one grade are much more severe. It matters a great deal

" whether & student gets a second class (B) or pass (c).

A major advantage of a finer grading system is that it provides. for
a much more accurate calculation of the average results for a

student over a year or over his university career. 1In a coarse grading

s¥stem it is quite common for a student of lower performance to coma
up with a higher average than a student of higher performance. For
instance, a student who makes consistently a high B will show a lower
average than a more erratic student who usually rates only a low B
but gets a single A somewhere in his record. This cantot happen

if a high B student is always credited with a B+ mark and a low B

- student with a B-. . .

Finélly, I should like to reiterate the'point I made previously that
the system I have proposed is easily recouciled with or converted %o
almost any one of the other grading systems commonly in use. (See the

. table in my memorandum of January 27th.) . )

< g
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Towwnn Dl Bo. Do MeTaggart-Covan, Deans, From.....P. Copes, SR e
_Mr, D, P, Robertson, 'Dgpa.rtment Heads, Dept. of Econq;r:x_i.cs and Commexrce,
- Subjoct....GRading. . SE818 amumnn - Date.....Jenuary, 27th, 1966,
- . l ' ‘ .p/////{ 2. 6(/2/
= o . ' 7 7
- .7 I would like to suggest the adoption of a grading scale shown in the "
T -~ left hand column of the table below., Its advantage, as I see it, is
"7 .. - that it can be reconciled with, and converted to, almost any one of the
77 . ~other systems. comuonly used. Comparisons are shown in the table below..
SR * . First-class . . A -85+, A L.5 L
ST A S : : 80-84 A- BRI '
o B - S . 7579 .. BF .. 3.5 -
ENEE - Second class’ = B “70-T4 B 3 -3
S B T 6569 . B~ .. 2.5 |
' ) C+ P C : 60-64 e+ . 2 2
e Pass Y : © 55=59 c B '
-,',:,'”".--—-——-_----9’-;-,-—':--——----.——----'-'4.-.----0—-——
S . Fail . P under F 0 0
: _.; ' Note: I have just rec_eived an alternative proposal by Dr. Evans which
+ .+ 'has been sent out to Depariment Heads. While it is close .to the proposal
70 v put forward in this memorandum, it differs in that it has one category
S - less in.the second class and uses minor symbols rather than plus symbols.
"+ I feel the extra category in secand class is warranted in terms of the range
ol T of ability represented by the second class and to preserve a five percentage .
oo+, point interval in the conventional percentage scale. I would also prefexr ‘
% 7. the use of plus symbols instead  minus symbols to produce a psychological
S .0 1ift rather than a dépressant. Also the distribution of marks tends to
. .77 leave considerably more students at the lower end of any class than at
S 1  the upper end. In a system that would give a minor symbol for the lower
©. -7, -half of the range of marks in a class the majority of students are likely
~ 2. to end up in minus categories. This, I feel, would tend to present en
“i " unduly pessimistic picture. R R R S -
.‘: :
I .SA R
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- SUBJECT: GRADING
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TO: SENATE " PAPER 3A

FROM: RSGISTRAR | , July 22, 1944

File: 7-A-28

Attached are fwo additionmal pzpers received from the Factlty on

the Greding System.

D. P. Robertsen
Secretary to Serate
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Department of Chemistry.

------- oy

Deto,.... L4th July 1966,

Since the compromise solution worked out by the joint faculty
cormittee, and intially ‘agreed upon by all parties, has now

been rejected, I would like to reiterate some of the arguments
presented in favour of the four-point grading system.

To me, The most important argument is that with present methods
of evaluating students, particularly in large classes where a
number of people including instructors and teaching assistants
are involved, any finer grading system would simply not have

any statistical 'significance. I say this in spite of the fact
that science examinations are usually much more objective and can
readily -be given numberical gredes. With essay examinations, I
believe it completely impossible to give an absolute grade

. . eaccurate to within 5%, which is what the 10 point system implies,
. » end anyone who believes otherwise is deluding himself. -

ding fairness to students, any system is only as fair as
the individual faculty members is prepared to make it. Most
people . in Tact usually give the student the benefit of any
doubt, and give them the higher grade. Here the U4 point systenm
is obviously to the advantage of the student since he is
elevated by a grester anmount. .

(x e
D. Meeakin, S
Assistant Professgr.
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: .To ......... THE..REGISTRAR From....&.0..G2Y, Whieldon

, : ' - . :

; ; ¢.C. Prof. Baker (English Dept.) ‘Modern Languages

f %&h* Cz de Structures - a I:ggestion. " Date July 21, 1966,

|

' : The following is based on the system used at Virginia Military

; Institute, where I taught before coning £o S.:ad. and where it works
guite well,

i

, PROPOSAL

? 1. ZLetter c¢rades to be abolishzad o internal uses, and replaced by
numerical grades. The final grade to be out of 100, instructors
weighting the various elements of their courses acco:dlng to indivicdual
or departmental policv,
2. Transcripts for external use, e.g. transfers to cther universitiecs ox
entry to gradvate schools, to be expressad in tbe conventional letter
L
foxrnm:

9
. S

1

<

o)

I
MO

3. For internal purposes only, a score of 50 59 could be deemad a condirt tiona.
pass, to be vVaiidated only if the student achieved at least 75 in the next
higher course whare a;pllcable.
4, Stulers tra“sferring in coqu be credited, as experience dictates,
with either the minimum or the median score for each category (e.g. a uco

| student would get either 70 oxr 75).

- .

‘1. . The regiisite fine grades would be 1nstant_lv available for such purpgoses
&S merLt awards - cor the opposite ! This applies as much to the student as
to it muily and administration - he could evaluate with great accurzcy
his curocac standing in individual s subjects or overall.

2. Instructors who perfer a “coarse" system cculd achieve their end by
simply ezrroximating marks to the nearest £ive or ten.

Ceed/2
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3. "Curving" of results could be achieved if desired by multiplying
actual scores by & suitable Ffactor. The mathematics involved are so
simple that even Arts Instructors could harile tnpm H
4. The "Conditicnal 2ass" suggestion is adm'ccedly not an integral
0L thi:z sr-oposal, but it is connected with marks and should, T feel
given consideration, Perhans as a dﬂsc:ecvonarj procedure, to be in
only when the bag pPerrormai.ce is known to be atj‘l al of the studen
and the result of genuine distress, bafdunlp Of illness. I am convi
that such & schene, calling on the student to redeenm himsels by ext:
endeaveour, is Preferable to the alternative of "giving" him & “D",
the hope, too often unjustified, that he will do better nex:t time

44 -

G. Guy Whieldon
Instructor in French
Modern Languages
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ate . FROM: Reglstrar

Comments on the Grading Question ' DATE: July 18, 1966

Too often, I think, arguments on the grading system ignore the fact that
the President's Committee recommendations allow for very fine distiactions
to be drawn berween one student's average and eanother's. For example the
grade point averages of students shown on the attached sheezt rake the dis-
tinctions to two places of decimal. The actual grades received by four of
the students is also attached. .
The attached grade sheet from another University, employing the parcearag
scale, illustrates the fact that for the purpose of sorting our student
averages, the percentage scale is not much better than the grade point
average system. Thus if a cozrser system had been used there would have
been no difference in the class of standing {they would all have remained

[

first class student® and they would still be ranked in +he same .ordzr. How-
ever, to my knowledge, if you wanted to know the differcnce in meris of the
studencs on the shest you would have to ask their professor:s. The Unfversits

recognized the imperfections of the 100 point scale in as much as it 4id noc
release the actuel percentage grade to the student, but converned the grades
to A, B, C, D, with a2 letter grade for the overzil averag=. ZIa this 7ay it
was pObSlb1 to protect the Iacu ty from being hounded by students who

a first or a second or a scholzrship, or whatever, by ocae or two marks.
w-ll notice the promotions committee had to fiddie mazks for the zhres
énts at the botrom of the page to get them into the first class range,
was done frequently when the committes, from ics knowiedgs of the studs
felt he was clearly a 'first ciass' student, regardiess of what the grs
said.

i have sat on graduate admissions committees for the past
those cc.umittees was: dealing with one of the largest graduate student in-
creases in Canada. The graduate enrolment was over 500. Other peoplie may
have different experiences, but it is worth commenting that I. cannor reca
a single instance when the committee felt in need of a finer breakdown of
the applicant's grades. A large number of the applicants ware from che
U.S.A, (4 point scale) and from the U.X, and Commonwealth (c¢iass of degree
is the limit of the dsztail one gets). raduate admissions committecs, in
my expsrience, are more interested in the class of degree and letters of
referenc. from professors than they are in whether the appllccnc gor a B~
or a C+ on a second year course two years ago.

D. P, Robeartson

et - 3 sheets
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4 |
! - 65300~1522 COLLINS  TERRYL R 4023 -~ /
i - : |
g . $5300~0323 ALKE "JANICE M 4520~
LLZ/25301~4703 JOHNSTONE JOYCE J 4020 ~ -

. 55300-1863 DISNEY GLENN W o108 7
65300~7135 POPE PETER u 4o16
65300~5039 - XKRUETZER MARY A 4015

T 55300-9514 WIONG MING 5 13 7

? 65301~10%47 * BOVLE ‘SHARQN R 4,10
i ,
55300~2754 FAIRMAN BLAINE A %.05 - )
L 653015449 MANDERS PHILIP J 4004 i
i (765300~0347 .. L1SON LINDA J 4.03
. 65300~%4760 JUERGENS DIETER H 4,00
1 765300-5773  MOESER SHANNON D 4,00
E © 65300~7621 RUNNELS BRENDA .y 4.00.
5; 65300~90%2 VITINS TPETER 4400
? 5530098 ZINNER HARALD ©  H K 4,00
§ .

. 65301-0%73 BETTS ~JoEN E 3.98 7
553005021 KORBIN - DONN G 3,95
85300~3:70 MERCHANT VIVIAN € 3.95

. 65300-9526 VIVMAN VIRGTNTA 3 5,95
5' 65302-9680 VYANDLE SHARONROSE H 3.95
[ 65300-1015 sOLY - JBHN- 3,93
I
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- .- [N v} VURINS § UNE Orme Effi:‘:’;ﬁ - . ua’n
G s - WEUS s, T
1 GEMERAL PHYSICS 1 PHYS 101 3 s 3 435 iz
- FUNDAMENTAL MATHEMATICS 2 MATH 112'3 A=+ 3.0 445 13,5
GENERAL CHEMISTRY 2 - . CHEM 102 3 Ax 3 4.3 13,3
CHEMISYRY LABORATORY 2 % CHEM 112 2 A 2 4.5 9,0
& GEOGRAPHY QF EURCPE GEOG 161 3 A 3 4.0 12,0
FUNDAMENTAL MATH 1 "MATH 111 3 A 3 4.0 2.0
INTRO. GEN, CHEM 2 CHEM 101 3 A 3 4.0 12,0
O GENETIGS . BISC 202 3. A 3 4.0 12.0
FI E'DS CF pSYcHOLoGY PSYC 101 3 A 3 4.0 1lz.0
INTROo -CHEM. LAB, 1 - CHEM 111 2 A 2 4.0 8.0
i CGRADE POINT AVERLGE 4,20
E5301-3449  pRILIp J  MANDERS o
FUNDAMENTAL MATHEMATICS = MATH 112 3 -+ A 3 4.5 13,5 |
GENERAL CHEMISTRY 2 CHEM 102 3 A+ "+ 3 4.5 .13.5 . O
GENERAL OHYSICS 2 PHYS 102 3 A 3 4.0 12,0 3 :
METHODOLOGY "N PSYCHOLOGY PSYC 102 5 A 3 4.0 12,0 %
ENERAL PHvi_ S 3 - PHYS 101 3 4 3 4.0 12,0  ig
FUNDAMENTLL Mi 4 1 TOMATH 1113 -A L. 3 .49 12,0 g ;
INTRO. GSEN. CHEM 1 . CHEM 101 3 4 3 4.0 12,0" 2
FIELCS OF P3YCHOLOGY PSYC 101 3 A~ 3 4,0 12.0 5o
CHEMISTRY LASCRATORY 2 CHEM 112 2 A 2° 4.0 8.0 . -
st\uc CrZMe  LAB, 1. CHE 1212 B 2 3.0 6.0 -
® GRADE ‘POINT AVERAGE 4.04
&5 65300-0547  LINDA g ALLISGN 0 o ' B
= ' : ‘ PHYS 102 3 A+ 3 4e5 1365 |
. GENERAL PRYSICS 2  CHEM 102 3 . A 3 4.5 13.5
ENERAL CHEMISTRY 2 . CHEM 102 : 4.5 9.0 . E
o CENERAL CHE VSIS MATH 221 2 A 2 re2 :
S INTRODUSTION TO ANALYSIS MATH 214 3 A 3 4.0 %§°9 ::
; ,.‘.. 2 ’ -.~-. . ‘Poo- S :;'
R ﬁcogﬁl\_ﬂ_'l\l 0= EURCPE GEOGG ‘Lé‘}' g 2 g T 4,0 12.0 - §~
& . GENERAL P‘—YC‘CS L PHYS ‘!‘9"‘ - 3 4,0 12.0 =
: METRY MATH 231 3 A : =
/\LGCQQA nx\D G L. PR . . - A 3 L:'oo 1200 "
A . MATH 213 3 . 12.0 :
2 C%E%;;S‘b-.fm\, T0 SCOLCGY BISC. 2043 A 3:; 43“% 9°o
- P (VRIS ’ [=3 I~ 3 ) ’ © ° i
Ii\\s FODUCTORY RUSSTAN _“USb 100 3 B ' . ‘
> | GRADE POINT AVERAGE 4.03 - |
. 65300=~3773 SHANNCA D “CESER . o o F O ,:
T SOCYA, TSYCHOLOGY PSYC 201 37 A+ "% 3 4,5 13,5 | !
SRR PSYCH APPIN GOF STATISTICS PSYC 204 3 “"A L 3. 4.0 12.0. O
Co L DEVELO®P 4~v"\x PSYCHOLOGY PSYC 203 3,""A. .- 3 ‘4.0 12.0 2L
S ‘ SCCIAL STRUCTURE PLPSA 12130 A o 3 4,0 1200 : b
S PHILOSOPHY OF SCIENCES TPHIL 2053 . "A-r 3. 4,0 12.0 O
Y NTQQG TO STATISTICS. .0 MATH 101 3:" A - 3 4.0 12,0 ;s
' . ETHCDOLOGY IN PSYC, ™ ', pSVC 102°3 A 73 4,0 12,0 I
R cmLos OF PSVEHOLGGY .7 pSYC 101 3 . A 3. 4.0 12,0 5y
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