-.:._\o‘ 5;;%« /’ft; M«vfé
Paper S-52
SIMION FRASER STUDENT SOCIETY
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MEMORANDUM
- To: Mr. D.P. Robertson ' ;ijate: Septembef 25/67
: Secretary, Academic Senate : & o
. ’ " SY:kp -
From: Mrs. Sharon Yandle, Student Representatlve :
Academic Senate
SUBJECT:

Enclosed please find, item of teaching assistance and space
usage for the agenda on October 2, 1967 Senate Meeting.,

Encl,
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18 Scpiombor 1667

“Po: Sharon Yandle, Sonator:
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Gradunto studeni Association requesis that the lenzie mcot as
H
i
soon.as possible to discuss the sHace shortace in the university,
particularly with respect to Teaching Assisvanis. rany of tue
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ie0., tutorials wud Juculwvy olfices. Th
for counselling studonis, for tezching preparations, and for rTe-
o

search; prosently tiae T.4.'s have no place to continue these ac-

tivities which are cbviously a necessary and indegral part of their
toaching dubties and scholarly pursuits, and thoreby of the function—

ing of %he univorsity. 7o ard prosently cerrying out ithese Autics

‘ in cafeterics, lounge areas, faculty offices (1»:hich are veing shared
with up to five otaer per ns) or in crowded, ofien wnavailable,

cubiclos in the library. The haxdships whicihh tho situction imposes
on tho Teaching Assistants is only équalled by that imposed on tae
students and fdculty.

Since the Teaching Assistants are responsible foxr over 80% ox

tho tutorials and most of the labs, grading and counselling, prezcent
spatial shoria es can only adversely aifect the acadeaic standards
of the entire universivy..

Enclosed is a lotter dated Septomber 13.
ith his reply to tnau lettor. Not only did

vh‘cn was sont to President

HeTaggari-Cowan, along w

we receive mercly token satisfaction from the latter, but also the

ruzoured acquisition of four trailers,wnich night have ameliorated

tho situation, has proved abortive, as have othor attempts and suz-
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gestod zltornatives. Confercrces with wr. ZoVrics indicaio wiay

thoro arc no solutions in sicnt. o are oriovously concoriod with
the anparent complacency of ihc Doowrd of Covernors and ind provin-
ciul c#vornment in the facc of uhat wo consider to be a soricus
problo@.

no focl hat the minimum reoguirouenis vhich would enablo us 10 car-

Ty out our WwoOrk officicontly are: 1) a dcuA and cacir, 2) & filing

2
cabinet and bookshelivoes, andG 3) an enclosed arca of cows 30TV Waerd

s modiowa of privecy could bo meindainod Tor counselling students.

[

As an intorim solution w sugeest that SFU acquire a guifficient

numbor of irailers to accomuodate the Teaching Assistants. In
the long-term view, wo strongly urge that Phase III o

ing Pro&rail COMeNce immodiately. ¥e
tho shortage of office space for Teaching Ausistanis igc wercly one
of the first Lanifostations of .a much largex spaco problenm vhich
conocorns &1l memburs of tho acadomic community. Overcrowding in
the library and lack of research space for mcmbors of thoe Science

Faculty already prosent serious oostacles {0 scholzrchip.

We urgoe tho Sonate to ncet as soon as possiblo, to iroat the siv~

uation with the concern it calls for, and to take whuziever imied-

iato stops are necossary to alleviate the present vory unsatisiac-

tory conditions.
Respectifully yours,

‘wa'&wa,/
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Fda e s

Ian Sponcer, R esident, Graduatc Studenv Asooc.

Dell Teimo, Scexotary
Trevor Chandler
Jorn Tduond
- IKwat The
‘Blia Zurick
“Bernard Clark
Jim Cromwell
Johaan Schuyif
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13 Septenbor 1957
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Doar lir. Progident,

A nooting of tho Graduate Student Asseciatisn Txecutive was
hold boday to discuss tho problem of the lack of sphace in the
wniversity. Tho deparsmental represcontobives raparted that aver

@
250 %oeaching assistants arc witheoub adequate office &haco Lo carsy

<y
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.

on their 4cachin: and counsollins dutins, This situaticn dros not
only affecct btoaching asscistants but the entiro faculiy and student
wopulation aad thor:fore nmay adversely affcet the quality ~7 ine
ctruction in the university.

The exacubivo roalizes that the space probleom 1s clascly
bound up with tho faulty long-torm plonning of the universityy.
lloro genoraliy, tho auostirm is related to the provincial goverme

“rent's rostrictive attizudo doward highor cducation in Dritish

Colunbla. This associcbion realines that dospite theso long-vern
considorations the wniversity focos a soricus short-itorm prodlem

which has to be solved lmncdiatoely.

Tho runoured nlan %o inerease the number of trailors by four
-

il obviously nob provide an adequate soluti-n. At nost, thes
trailers can accommodate twenty-cight small affices or i1f the tut-

orial ro-ms on tho £ifsh fl-or & the Acadonic Quadranglo arc rce-
leasod as doaching assistant offices then approxinntoly tueniy
?.A.0 will have to share one small arca. The T.A,s beliove tnab

"a privato area is ossontial for proper counsclling and teaching

proparation.

Yo deoploro the fack that neither tho Graduato Studont Agsoc-
fasion nor toachins assistants have beon consulted by tho adminis-

4raticn on this problem and wo urge in the intorests of tho acadore

ie commwity as a wholo that in future steps be takien o involve tho
Graduabo Student Association in university problems. UWo would ap-
preciate the co~operaticn of tho wiversity administration in tho
solutirn of tho problem. Failing this, the Graduate Studont Assoc-
iation intonds to take direct action. : W
... . Respecifully yours,

Ian Spencer, Prosident
Trevor Chandlor

Jolm Fdmond

Kwat The

Blia Zurick

Rornard Clark

Jim Croruroll

Johan Schvyflyl

Doll Toxmo
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SIMON FRASER UNIVERSITY
Siq &//9/@,

BURNABY 2, iHlZlSH COLUMUIA
Telephone 291:3211 Area code 604

OFIICE OF THI PRESIDENT,

/ ) September 14, 1967

'
o

Mr. Ian Spencer, et al,

President, Graduate Student Association,
Simon Fraser University,

Burnaby 2, B.C.

Dear Mr. Spencer:

Thank you for your letter of September 13. I can
assure you that the Deans, Department Hecads and the University
administration are very conscious of the space problems in

"the University and are doing everything they can to find the
‘best possible solution.

Mr. De Vries either has been or will be in contact
with you and he will welcome your cooperation. In addition
I think your members can make a valuable contribution by working
directly with their Department Heads so that we may be sure that
every good idea is available to us as quickly as possible.

Yours sincerely,
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P.D. McTa ggart-Cowan.
President.

c. c. Mr; w. De Vries
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