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SIMON FRASER UNIVERSITY

MEMORANDUM
To: Senate ~ From: L. Salter -
Chair, SCAP
Sub]ect: Department of Geogréphy - Date: November 16, 1989
"~ Curriculum revision

SCAP 89-61

Action undertaken by the Senate Committee on Academic Planning/Senate Graduate
Studies Committee gives rise to the following motion:

Motion:

"that Senate approve and recommend approval to the Board of
Governors as set forth in S. 90-1%hange of title and description for
GEOG 770-4"



GRADUATE CURRICLUM REVISION

DEPARTMENT OF GEOGRAPHY
Change of title and description only:

FROM: GEOG 770-4 LATIN AMERICA .
Consideration  of physical, biotic, cultural and social
aspects of selected areas (Economic and urban problems
will not be treated.) Reading knowledge of Spanish of
Portuguese may be demanded and competence in other
languages will be an advantage. Oral and written reports
will be required.

TO: GEOG 770-4 GEOGRAPHY, DEVELOPMENT THEORY, AND LATIN AMERTCA

An analysis of geographic aspects of theories of
development as they have been applied in Latin America.

RATIONALE: New faculty members w111 teach this course w1th a
different emphasis.



SIMON FRASER UNIVERSITY °

New Graduate Course Proposal Form . . v

CALENDAR INFORMATION:
Department : Geography Course Number: 770-4

Title: Geographj, Development Theory, and Latin America

‘pescription:___ An analysis of geographic .aspects of theories of

development as_they have been applied in'Latfn America.

_Credit Hours: 4 Vector:___ 2- 2-0 Prerequisite(s) if anv:

- ENROLLMENT AND SCHEDULING:

' Retimated Enrollment: 6 When will the course first be offered: 90-3

Bw often will the course be offered:

" JUSTIPICATION:
To enhance students kngwledqe of geographical asoects of development

'} in contemporary Lat1n Amer1ca, and to place these within the broader

context of theor1es of third world development.

PR

" “RESOURCES:

 Which ?aculty member vill nomlly teach the course: _ John Brohman

" What are the’ budgetury 1np11cations of mountinn the course:  NO extra resources
need to be allocated. ‘

‘Are there sufficient Librar); resources (append details): Yes

v Appand'od:'- a) Outline of ‘the Course
"b) An indication of thae competence of the Faculty member to give the course.
¢) Library resources

Approved: Departmental Graduate Studies Committee:/] ,‘4 . pate:/ A 7
' ’?.culty Graduate Studies Committee: J[’IW”I ndke: :
: Pacultyz M '
. Senate .Graduate Studies COmittewg%QC@thatez 1/ 0&5(91

L Senata: , . Date:

-Date:
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SIMON FRASER UNIVERSITY GEOGRAPHY 770-4
Department of Geography John Brohman

This course focuses on concepts: issues and problems associated with
paths of development in contemporary Latin America. The course is divided
into two sections. The first section will focus on theories of
development which have provided the essential theoretical underpinnings
for various paths of development in Latin America and other third world
areas. These theoretical frameworks include: neoclassical development
theory (e.g.r the dual-economy thesis, modernization theory, growth
maximization) ; reformism and rural-oriented development (e.g., balanced
development, redistribution and 'basic needs' approaches); theories of
dependency and the capitalist world system; classical Marxist
contributions to development theoryr and recent radical contributions to
development theory (e.g., analysis of modes of production, historical-
structural method, analysis of social reproduction).

In the second section of the course common strategies of development
will be studied by relating them to the above theoretical analysis and by
use of case studies from Latin American countries. These strategies of
development include: models of growth based in agroexports and/or
extractive industries: import-substitution industrialization, rural/
regional developmentr and structural transformation. Because of the
diverse nature of development theory, the course will necessarily be
interdisciplinary. However: developmental concepts will also be studied
from a geographical perspective which stresses the importance of
connections between elements of spatial and of socioeconomic structure to
the analysis of patterns of development.

Week 1 - neoclassical theoretical legacy -
— neoclassical spatial models and concentrated growth patterns
2 - reformist approaches of balanced development, redistributionr and
'basic needs'
—~ spatial decentralization and rural development
3 - classical Marxist contributions to development theory
- unilinear development versus multiple roads and imperialism
4 - theories of dependency and the capitalist world system
- surplus extraction, unequal exchanger underdevelopment, and
spatial unevenness
5 —~ recent radical contributions to development theory
- analysis of modes of productionr social reproduction, and the
historical-structural method
6 — theories of the peripheral state
— capital accumulation, legitimation and hegemony
— the 'dependent' states concepts of 'relative autonomy®
7 - radical spatial theory and peripheral development
- 'disarticulated' spatial structures and regionally uneven
development

e OCOI‘t'd.



Geography 770-4 -2- John Brohman - .

Week 8-9 - extractive and agroexport model
10 - import substitution, state intervention, and internally-
oriented growth
11 - rural/regional development and 'basic needs' strategies
© 12 - revolution and structural change
13 - current debates and evolution of hybrid strategies

Evaluation
Class participation - 25
Term paper - 75
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All articles and books will be put on reserve in the SFU library.

John Brohman is currently developing a scholarly book based on his recently
completed doctoral dissertation entitled, ‘Development Theory and
Prerevolutionary Nicaragua'. In this work Mr. Brohman examines the major
Ltheories and strategies of development which have emerged out of postwar
Latin America and places them within a geographical context . Mr. Brohman
has a long standing interest in development theory which has in partl been
stimulated by some four years in Latin America and anot‘her three years in
other areas of the third world.
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