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SFU 
OFFICE OF THE PROVOST 

AND VICE-PRESIDENT ACADEMIC 

MEMORANDUM 

ATTENTION Senate 

FROM Wade Parkhouse, Provost and Vice­
President Academic, and Chair, SCUP 

DATE 

vpacad@sfu.ca 

www.sfu.ca/ vpacademic 

TEL: 778.782.3925 

FAX: 778.782.5876 

8888 University Drive 

Burnaby, BC 

Canada V5A 1S6 

RE: Revised Terms of Reference for the Centre for Comparative Muslim Studies Endowment 
(SCUP 22-32) 

At its meeting on December 7, 2022, SCUP reviewed and approved the revised Terms of 

Reference for the Centre for Comparative Muslim Studies Endowment. 

Motion: That Senate approve the revised Terms of Reference for the Centre for 

Comparative Muslim Studies Endowment. 

C: L. Campbell, S. Mongrain, T. Moustafa 

SIMON FRASER UNIVERSITY ENGAGING THE WORLD 

S.23-8
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MEMO 

Office of the Dean 
Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences 

Simon Fraser University 
8888 University Drive 
Burnaby, BC V5A 1S6 

778. 782. 4415
fassea@sfu.ca
www. sfu. ca

The Centre for Comparative Muslim Studies Endowment supporting the Centre for 
Comparative Muslim Studies and the Professorship in the Comparative Study of Muslim 
Societies and Culture was established in 2006 at Simon Fraser University by 
multiple donors to support and encourage existing and new activities in the Centre. In 
2016, the Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences established the Professorship in the 
Comparative Study of Muslim Societies and Cultures, which was supported by a portion 
of the annual spending allocation from the Centre for Comparative Muslim Studies 
Endowment.  In 2022, at the request of the Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences, these 
terms were revised and replace any previous iterations. 

Purpose: The purpose of the Endowment is to (a) provide annual support to enhance 
activities of the Centre for Comparative Muslim Studies that support its mission of 
encouraging the academic discussion and public understanding of the cultures and 
societies of Muslim peoples in their broad range of geographical and cultural diversity 
at Simon Fraser University. A portion of the interest earned will be used each year to 
support the activities of the Centre for Comparative Muslim Studies as determined by 
the Director, Centre of Comparative Muslim Studies and the Steering Committee.  (b) to 
fund the Professorship in the Comparative Study of Muslim Societies and Cultures. 

Rationale: The terms of reference have been amended to clarify their alignment with 
current university and/or faculty-level policies and practices. 

Request: 

Terms of Reference Revision 

I request that you submit the following motion to SCUP: 

Motion: That SCUP approve and recommend to Senate the revised Terms of 
Reference for the Centre for Comparative Muslim Studies Endowment. 

TO: Wade Parkhouse, Vice- President, Academic 

FROM: Lara Campbell,  Dean, pro tem, Faculty of Arts & Social Sciences 

RE: Approval of Revised Terms of Reference for the Centre for Comparative Muslim 
Studies Endowment 

CC: Erin Morantz, Vice- President, Advancement & Alumni Engagement 

DATE:    November 1, 2022  

mailto:fassea@sfu.ca
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Sincerely, 

Lara Campbell 
Dean, pro tem, Faculty of Arts & Social Sciences 

Attached: 
• Centre for Comparative Muslim Studies Endowment Revised Terms of

Reference
• Centre for Comparative Muslim Studies Terms of Reference (2006)
• Professorship in the Comparative Study of Muslim Societies and Cultures

Terms of Reference (2016)



Centre for Comparative Muslim Studies 
Endowment supporting the Centre for 
Comparative Muslim Studies and the 
Professorship in the Comparative Study 
of Muslim Societies and Culture 

Endowment Terms of Reference 
Revised: September 2022 
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Terms of Reference Summary 
The Centre for Comparative Muslim Studies Endowment was established in 2006 at 
Simon Fraser University by various donors to support and encourage existing and new 
activities in the Centre. In 2016, the Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences established the 
Professorship in the Comparative Study of Muslim Societies and Cultures, which was 
supported by a portion of the annual spending allocation from the Centre for 
Comparative Muslim Studies Endowment.  In 2022, at the request of the Faculty of Arts 
and Social Sciences, these terms were revised and replace any previous iterations. 

The purpose of the fund is to (a) financially support activities of the Centre for 
Comparative Muslim Studies and to encourage existing and new activities across Simon 
Fraser University and (b) to fund the Professorship in the Comparative Study of Muslim 
Societies and Cultures. 

The funds will be held by Simon Fraser University and administered by the Dean, Faculty 
of Arts and Social Sciences or their designate. 

About the Centre for Comparative Muslim Studies 
The Centre for Comparative Muslim Studies (CCMS) fosters academic and public 
discussion and understanding of Muslim societies and cultures. It shifts the analysis 
from the notion of a single religious landscape defined by the religion of Islam to that of 
Muslims of different experiences and interpretations as agents in the construction of 
their societies and cultures. The Centre also examines the broader political, social, 
cultural, economic, and environmental forces that shape the Middle East and North 
Africa, South and Southeast Asia, and other Muslim communities globally. 

About the Professorship in the Comparative Study of 
Muslim Societies and Cultures 
The Professorship will augment and continue the work of the Centre for Comparative 
Muslim Studies, which has been to encourage the academic discussion and public 
understanding of the cultures and societies of Muslim peoples in their broad range of 
geographical and cultural diversity.  

Centre for Comparative Muslim Studies Endowment 
Purpose 
The purpose of the Endowment is to 
(a) provide annual support to enhance activities of the Centre for Comparative Muslim

Studies that support its mission of encouraging the academic discussion and public
understanding of the cultures and societies of Muslim peoples in their broad range
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of geographical and cultural diversity at Simon Fraser University. A portion of the 
interest earned will be used each year to support the activities of the Centre for 
Comparative Muslim Studies as determined by the Director, Centre of Comparative 
Muslim Studies and the Steering Committee.  

(b) to fund the Professorship in the Comparative Study of Muslim Societies and
Cultures.

Appointment of the Professorship in Comparative Study of 
Muslim Societies and Cultures 
The successful candidate will have an international reputation with a strong publication 
record and extensive teaching experience. If the candidate is at an early career stage, 
she or he should demonstrate exceptional promise.  The geographic area of 
specialization is open.   

The appointee will hold an existing continuing tenure track position at any rank as 
defined by the SFUFA-SFU Collective Agreement.  The appointment of the 
Professorship shall be for a five-year term with the possibility of renewal at the 
discretion of the Steering Committee in compliance with SFUFA-SFU CA and any 
relevant University policies.

The holder of the Professorship in the Comparative Study of Muslim Societies and 
Cultures shall be recommended by the search committee with the support of the 
steering committee. The search committee is to be comprised of members of the 
Steering Committee and members of the academic department or departments to 
which the prospective holder of the Professorship is attached.  The appointment shall 
be made and governed in compliance with University policy and the SFUFA/SFU CA as 
they may be amended from time to time.

Fund Administration 
The Endowment Fund will be held by Simon Fraser University.  The administrator of the 
Fund will be the Vice President, Academic. 

The capital of the Endowment Fund will be held in perpetuity for the exclusive use of 
the Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences in support of the Centre for Comparative 
Muslim Studies. The Endowment Fund will be managed in accordance with Endowment 
Management Policy GP 20 (the “Policy”).   
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Income from the fund may be used to pay a portion of the salary, benefits and research 
expenses of a qualified scholar. 

In the event that circumstances make the specified use of the Endowment Fund no 
longer practicable or desirable, the Board of Governors of Simon Fraser University is 
hereby authorized to make any changes it may deem necessary in the terms or use of 
the Endowment Fund. Such changes, however, are to be in keeping as far as possible 
with the original spirit and general intent of these terms of reference governing the 
Endowment Fund. 

Approved by: 

________________________  _____________________ 
Tamir Moustafa  Date 
Director, Centre for Comparative 
Muslim Studies 
Simon Fraser University 

________________________  _____________________ 
Lara Campbell  Date 
Dean (pro tem) 
Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences 
Simon Fraser University 

________________________  _____________________ 
Wade Parkhouse Date 
Provost and Vice-President Academic 
Simon Fraser University 

________________________  _____________________ 
Erin Morantz          Date 
Vice-President, Advancement and 
Alumni Engagement  
Simon Fraser University  

















IHI P!MER OF Elt'6J.GIJ,l81T CNi!PAl61i 

Professorship in the Comparative Study of 
Muslim Societies and Cultures 

Terms of Reference 

The Professorship in the Comparative Study of Muslim Societies and Cultures, 
established in 2016 by the Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences, will be supported by a 
portion of the annual spending allocation from the Endowment Fund ( 61 -432340) 
established in 2006 to support the Centre for the Comparative Study of Muslim Societies 
and Cultures (CCSMSC). 

Professorship 
The Professorship will augment and continue the work of the CCSMSC, which has been 
to encourage the academic discussion and public understan~ ng of the cultures and 
societies of Muslim peoples in their broad range of geographical and cultural diversity. In 
addition to responsibilities as a faculty member in the Department of History, the 
Professorship holder will serve as Director of the CCSMSC. 

Appointment 
The successful candidate will have an international reputation with a strong publication 
record and extensive teaching experience. The geographic area of specialization is open. 
Knowledge of Arabic and/or Persian or other regional research language(s) is preferred. 

The appointee will hold an existing continuing tenure track position as defined in SFU 
Academic Policies. The appointment of the Professorship shall be for a five year term 
with the possibility of renewal at the discretion of the CCSMSC Steering Committee. 

The holder of the Professorship in the Comparative Study of Muslim Societies and 
Cultures shall be nominated by the CCSMSC Steering Committee and shall be selected on 
the recommendation of a selection committee convened by the Dean of the Faculty of 
Arts and Social Sciences. The selection committee shall consist of members of the 
CCSMSC Steering Committee and members of the academic department to which the 
prospective or existing holder of the Professorship is attached. The appointment shall be 
made in accordance with faculty appointment policies Al0.06 and subject to the approval 
of the Dean, Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences, and the Vice President, Academic. 

Fund Administration 
The Endowment Fund will be held by Simon Fraser University. The administrator of the 
Fund will henceforth be the Vice President, Academic. The funds will be held by the 
university for the continued exclusive use of the Centre for the Comparative Study of 
Muslim Societies and Cultures for activities and outreach, including this Professorship. 
The endowment fund will be managed in accordance with Endowment Management 
Policy GP 20 (the "Policy"). 
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Professorship in the Comparative Study of 
Muslim Societies and Cultures 

Terms of Reference 

In the event that circumstances make the specified use of the endowment fund no longer 
practicable or desirable, the Board of Governors of Simon Fraser University is hereby 
authorized to make any changes it may deem necessary in the terms or use of the 
endowment fund. Such changes, however, are to be in keeping as far as possible with the 
original spirit and general intent of these terms of reference governing the endowment 
fund. 

Accepted by: 
Simon Fraser University 

Jonathan Driver u r. ()ere< ~er 
Vice-President, Academic and Provost 

Dean 
Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences 

Thomas Kuehn 
Director, Centre for the Comparative Study of 
Muslim Societies and Cultures 

Erin Geary 
Director, Ad nc ent Services and 

Donor Relations 

Date 

Date r I 
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