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-To:, C.D. Nelsen, ‘ : From: Registrar
Head, Bio-Sciences Dept.
R.J. Beker, 10 April, 1967

Head, inglish Dept,

\

At the April meeting of Senate the two
University representatives on the Academic Beard were requested
__to provide to Scmate a regular written report on the activities
—of the Academic Board. —

It was also deeided at the Senate meeting that
any major matters which arose in Senste which could be consldered
to be ¢f interest to the Academic loard would be communicatead to
the Board following the decision in Senate,

The attached correspondence was part of the Agenda
of the Scnate meceting and the discussions in Senate ravelved awound
the ccrrespendence and more particularly around the impmssion
given in the letters from Dean Chant that the Academic Beard had
rather more powers snd interest than the reading of the Universities
Act would convey.

' D.P, Robertson
Secxrdary of Senate
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Dr. S. N. I, Chani,
Chairman,
The Atademic Board for Higher Educaticon
in British Columbia
3611 West 16th Avenue,
Vauncouver. S. 2.C.
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Thank you very mucb or ycur leitter of Masck 3,
and let me assure you of my wholehearted desire tc 2s3ict the
Academic Board in any way possm;e to fulfill not enly the smzziory
but the vhilos owuc..l responsibilities which rest on the Soazd
memibers’ shoulders,

I woulé therefore raost sincerely apprecizte scme
clarification, and I realize this may best be accomplished at the
time of yvu* next meeting on our campus, if you would wish to zlace

g
of new teaching aids, or teaching eguipraen:, with the establ;s.:n:\.--:
of new faculties or professional schocls near the other end of tae
spectrum. There is no guestion in my mind but that thoughts regard-
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ing the latter should be discusse t'great length in the Acad
.Board beiore the matter goes to the Se*za,‘:e_ of the u
I can with somewhat less certainty assume that the Academic Bozard is

t concerned with tha develcpment o:' feaching technique

Certain key faculty: appomanc.us carry with them
the obligation, assumed or stated on D«...l‘a.;i of the University, to susnort
the research interests of the individua This can, 2ot infrequently,

-

gr ow throush a seriés of appointmeonts 1x-to a significart change or &
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U
aculty appointments? .|

saificant academic duVu.lOb.x“ ¢nt, Is the Board 'thcrc*or sinterogted in
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Conceptualily I know cxactly winat you v , obut ic
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change tals fo & matter of routine practice and also to ensurc some
esm ST qmsnn Y aqe N A aenmmnts D R . oy “l
unilormy lovel of communication to the Board from the three nrovin-

. Ia the mcax time, let me b‘ iefly report that cur
budg ot for 1967-68 contains the cxcvcloar ent of no new departrnents
r sub dg.::)ar Lment:, or faculties. ‘ ‘

_ It does provide for & n‘xini*ru:n, and in sornge places
sub-minimum, expansion of our teaching stafi to cope with the zniici-
pated 5,000 to 5,500 undergraduzate an

d graduate student enrollrnent
in September, 1967. :

: I believe that during this pericd we will finally be
able to implement our undergraduate»acade mic program in the arez
of physical development. This has } e had

been 2 cor‘rnlu-n\,m,;\"-* nav

since the University was first planned, but we have been. unimp:
with the general quahty of physical education programs in:Cana

ere unwilling to launch a pro' am of our own along similar lines.
We believe that we have now determined a viable approach to this
important area-of scholarship an d it will involve interde
in fact interfaculty, .co—operatio- t 2
nave 'seen in our recent Senate rainute
has been approved ar.d management

the chairmanship of the Dean of Science.
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Graduate work at the Master's level will ¢

- in our Department of Phailoscshy, and other graduate programs \vzll
expand in response to the faculty capabili '

zid the need for teaching assistents, which in turn provides the
‘opportunity to give the graduate student the financial a
of them need. With minor exceptions, he size of th
p:ogré.m in the Deparitment is thereior >9
by -the need for teaching assistants, buti

not forthcoming in those numbers we augment the teaching assistent
staff with the so- called c.eutlsts wives.
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Iam hapny o b\, able to advise the Beard that cur

Department of Mathematics is buildi nb resolutely on both the aprlied
and pure side and has a'firm resolve to keep these two vital parts oI
mathematics in balance.
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" We hop\, io 2dd one fac ulty member to our Depart-

men tA ¥ Athletig:u and Recreation, with an arca of ‘g,ecmh/at*on in
track and field. . We have not develeped t :
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irnpo; tant pedanonlcally in our Professi

o

for teachers and in cur in-house Physic:
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ting with the Senate of each Uni
oard!s commun
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ould prepare and send tc cach of the un
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the Board's activities.
tarted with the same informeat
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This would ensure that we each

ion and the role then of cur univ

epresentatives would be to explain or :»:pand on ;ne formal re;
om the Boa*- d ' ' :
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our Senate Agenda for the receipt of such reports and cis
them, 1ed by our ruuresen.,o.t:vea on the ALcademic Board.

‘ ‘ : : : o 10*"5 sincerely,
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. P.D. Mg gari-Cowan
. 25 4o
ianas Presiden:t.
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A FOR HICHER EDUCAT
i o , . IN |
| BRITISH CCLUMBIA

PHONE 228-89012 s SM 5/5 ’/43 7 : LI VIZET 6T AYENUE

VANCOUVEHR G, . C.

Hizrch 3, 1957

Dr. P.D. McTagaar
Simon Fraser Univ
Buraaby 2, 3.L,
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Dear Pr esident McTaggart-Cowan,

As you are aware, Section 8) of

the Universities Act empowsrs the
Academic Doard "to advise the appropriate ouLho:itzeé on orderly dasvaziczmeni
of Universities established under the Universities Act and of colleqes
estadblished under the Public Schools Act bv Keeping in review the acadomic
standards of each; and, without limiting the cencrzlity of ihe foregoing, to
report on any matters respecting academic siandsrds and cdevelcgmaent in nigher
education as may be from time:to time required oy the Minister of Zcucatign'.
. Ir rder 1o rulfil thase st a“uto*y responsibilities it is nacessary ihat
the Board keep itgelf informed regarc*rg all significent academic cevelogmeanis
that the universities have under consideration. £t present the Zoard »zcaivas
copies of the minutes of Senate nekul.gs However, 'by the time new p-opcsals
are placed before the Senates they arxre usuelly in the form of definize -
recormendations that have been fully considered from an iniramurel standscint
by the departments and faculties concerned, or by commiitess agpointed for ihe
purpose. If the Senzte votes its_approval the proposals are put into eifect
and the time has-passed when the Academic Board's advice would De helsful., In
~order to offer tlmely acdvice the Board needs to be informsd of nsw proesosals
‘before they are subnitted for epproval .so that any inter-related studiss mzv
'be carried out while the matler is still under censiceration.

When Teporting to the epprepriste authorities regarding zcademic sitandarss
and developments the Board adheres to itfs advisory role withoul essuming
executive responsibility for any action to be taken. Ths 3oard has no Infsniicn
of encroaching upon the auténomy of the universities. It is the policy of the
%dard to encourage initiative on the part of each universiiy 0 makxe Iis

istinctive contripution. to higher education._'Hhile'acknowledging That ik

.medluhe concern of each university is the care of its peravicns and
deVplovnent, the Board has a wider responsipilitv for ¢ on matiers
af e0u1ng the standards of higher education generally, n the cdevelopmant

£ suitable programs in higher educaiioz throughout to ovince at large.
Operating within these larger terms of ref i oard's practice i3
encourage and support all developments ! o} hat it considerss
will serve the Dbest interests of the p

Continued ....
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_ ln accordance with the terms of the Unive
2ach university appoints two members to the Ac
regularly raise matters pert a*nL“g to acadamic
for discussion by the Zoard. [llowever, the Roa 03
‘méet its statutory responsibilities in a more e
formal procedures are adopted. Therefore, the sid
§ each University to inform the Doard of com
r sianificant_chances in educational policy ars
he carly stages deration. N
In adeition, 1 uggested that the agenda of Scnate provide ragu
for reports on the d's activities by the University's reprecentative
Such reports would the membexrs c¢f the Senate regarding develcpmznl
that are taking pl higher education throughout the Province and pro
thenm with opportunities to comment upon the Board's activities.
The Academic Boaxrd wll; greatly appreciate you: co-oqe ation in essisti:
it to Tulfil its statutory resoon51‘ 1ties. . .

YOu rs sind e*ely,

Chairman
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