Paper §-3

R | " SIMON FRASER UNIVERSITY
| R : . MEMORANDUM S /5 /&7

:.o Senate : ' ' | From Office of the Dean of Arts

@ e e Lsreatad
- Degrees within departments, upper

Subject....d.ivision.and.. lower. d1v1540n ................... — Date........ April 17, '96?
- requirements :

SE3005—6

The Faculty of Arts recommends that Senafe ask Joint Faculty
E ‘To strike a committee to study the problem of language and |iterature in
| the university for Senate action.” The FaculTy offers the combined

A servuces of its Curriculum Committee and its Academic: Planning Commllfee
”fg;fo Jonnf FaculTy and Senafe ln Thelr dellberaflons.

, ThIS recommendation arose from an enquiry by the Faculty of
‘l_:{ArTs Currlculum Committee into:
: : " a.” degrees within depariments (malnly DEC and DML)

b. upper division requirements

c. lower division requirements.

.A?Zf; In general, the Curriculum Committee report recommended
‘ ';'Thaf present programs within the Faculty of Arts requiring a maximum of
'-l8 units in the lower division, a standard 30 units for the major, and

- ,
“fSO unuTs for honors in the upper division should be conllnued

It also endorsed the presenT programs of DEC and DML and
»m<if5ugges+ed quidelines for their future development.  In the case of DML,
Txiﬂiihowever, the report suggested that this deparfmenf mughf be subJecf to
"fﬂﬁ,demands which could tax sls sfrucfure. '

. The sec?con of lhe reporf whlch lnfroduced The recommenda*uon
f5'fsTaTed above fol lows: ' o

"These demands can be discussed in The two main categories of
language and llferafure.

1l; Language

.7'“; . . o . No one clalms 'l“haf French, German, Russnan and Spanish are ‘l“he
‘ L -~ only modern languages. Indeed DML has recently Incorporated an .
'expernmenfal program in Hindi. But even with this addition, a good
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part of the world's languaqes are excluded, a part in which vhe
- University could well become interested. While as yet indefinive,
this appears to be happening. One indication of future cvents is a
" proposal before the President's Long Range Planning Committae that
J-. i the University develop a multi-disciplinary study of +he "Pacific
... Rim" countries and their rclations. Another is that the PSA
" Department is actively pursuing an intcrest in South and South-Etast
Asia. Thesc interests, and othars which can he imaqined, oro
" perfectly legitimate; and they call up the question of lanquages
which DML does not now teach, for example, Japanese and Chincsz.

DML now wishes fo give deqrees in its present four languaqes, anag -
expresses an intention to give one in linquistics, making five.
_Each additional language would, presumably, lnvolve a new denren
. program, and require cxtensive staff additions to an already larae
departmental establishment. Over a period of time, and consicering
R o University qrowfh it would appear that OML could bccome an impossibly
et H‘.:;- "~ -unwieldy department--a circumstance that could not help having severe
oo e oo curricular and internal structural consequences.

"The problem of additional lanquages has anotha r'aspec*'as well.
- Current Departmental practice is to involve students of Iangane in 2
relafsvely lengthy, concentrated, and sophisticated program of

. fanguage study, including also linquistics and literature. It could
R well be the case that the requirements of other departments for
‘ S Ianquage teaching would run counter to the DML d:sczpl inary philcsophy

in that other departments would regard any given languaqe as a 7ool
.for communication and field research, perheps best taught by way of
\the "crash" method. It is not clear that DML could, would want to,
_or should have to, service such a demand, reasonable though it righ? ce.

F SRV : ‘These observations should serve to illustrate the s.Tuaflon thev
T - involve possible demands that are ‘neither remote nor undesirable. BSut
L /f-izj.;}1'1~ - _they do involve definite problems when focused upon OML.

ii. Literature
_ The only literature not wr:chn in Enqlnsh systematically T;urh.
by this University is taught by DML; -but is very largely taucht in
+he language of the original, which means it is taught to DML majors
almost exclusively. The lack of careful treatment of literature in
‘translation is hard 7o justify intellectually and, perhaps therefore,
R ‘vexing to many members of faculty. This lack also operates fo deprive
.- .t .- . students of many departments, and the departments themselves, of a -
L SR  valuable resource. One manifestation of this is a proposal before
- this committee that the par?ncular lack of any Classics courses be
considercd. . :

It if s granted, if only for argument, that the University has

L . ’ A work to do in the field of literature in translation, we must asx:
o o shall DML undertake to do' it? Perhaps, but also pcrhaps not when the
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relation of iiterature and i3 aims are comparaed te {4 "G .
1T doas not, in short, anpear that +he linquistic=tachnica! ANNEOAaCH
of 'L has anything substantially in common with the aesthotic e
historical conceras appropriate +o a study of literaturc., Finsl|
to have DML do this tcachina would involve it in ot anothrr cunznsion
of faculty and curriculum, perhaps also an axpiansion of QeGrecs.,

fl? is obvious to us that the problems indicated above are nerfccTiy
reall and omeraent. And the point is that whatcver their solution minht
¢ will in fact affect the Department of 'odern Lanquines in soms way,
auite probably in a significant way. Ve regard the possibility of cezaling
with thesae problems as they develon--one lanquage at a timec-- as odious;
to do so would be to perpeiuate a series of bad examples in our history,

..and “o contradict The vision this University is supposed to hava,




