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' SIMON FRASER UNIVERSITY
MEMORANDUM

‘o SENATE From_SENATE COMMITTEE ON UNDERGRADUATE STUDIES

USE OF VECTOR DESCRIPTIONS IN THE Date__November 14, 1974
CALENDAR

Subject

MOTION ¥: “That Senate approve an amendment to its previous
regulation on the use of vector descriptions in the
calendar to permit those Faculties or Depértments
who so wish to have a numerical vector description

listed in the calendar against their courses."

EXPLANATORY NOTE:

. [The intent is to amend attached Issue 7, use of
vector patterns (in regularly scheduled courses)
such that where the Faculty or Department wishes,
the numerical vector description applicable under
Issue 7(d) would appear in the calendar (as well
as in the Course Guide) in lieu of the word
identification called for under Issue 7(b)

If approved,this change would be effective
immediately in preparation for the 1975/76 calendarJ




 Extoadt 7. Use of Vector Patterns (for Reglarly fchizduled Courses)
f,,,ﬁ -over,-\/ - the im,m'\t oF.this Motion was that vector patterns be climinated
from the thiversity Calendar onty and not that, in the presentatia
Mermecandisns of nuew course propocals, no indication of the vector pattem assicned
-f . to cuach course should be piven. A section for this infomation cxists
. on the new course proposal fom; and it is not intended that this
froa f/‘k,r.l;g section hould tic eliminated.  Tius, in projosing a new course,
departrents will indicate what they snticipate will be the normal
. * vector pattern for ihe comrse; and this wil) be submitted for aphroval

through the faculty curricuhm cowaittee, S(US and Scnate.

The folloking should also be nated:

a) Sot: cuitrses, such as directed readings, will not have vectors

b) The Resistwac's Office will naintaia a. file of the vector originally
approved. Departuental offices shaild Jdo likewise. )

¢) This vector can be chanped for any jiven scmester, or semesters,
by the Chaiwmen of the lopartmnt, suhject to the approval of the
Deparuncntal Cirriculum Comniticr, and within the total nuaber of
contact hours assigned to the course. "If change is to be mad: for
any muaber of consccutive scwesters, consideration should be given
to a request for fonml epproval to chiange the original vecter to
that now dosired. -

d} For cach scmester the pertinent vector will appear in the Course
Guide, identifying the method for that semester. The chinges and
approvol under ¢} rust reach the Renistrar's Office, Schedulin:
Scction, aloag with all other scheduling material each scmester.

The . 19sue 7. USE OF VECTOR PATTERNS (VOR MEGUIARLY _SCUIMULED CONRSES)
f"‘""‘{— MOTION:  "That Scuate approve, os sot forth in S.74-43,
re,n/lﬁﬁ;
. 8) That all vector patterns be olimfnated from the University
. Calcndar,
- © b)Y That cach course description contained {n the University

Caleadar be accompanicd by an indicarion of the nature of
the course, c¢.g. lecture/tutorial, lcgLnrcltutorlalllahorntury.
scxinar, ctc. :
. .
€) That, within the tetal nuaber of contact hours assigned to a
. . coursc, and gubject to the approvatl of the departmental under-
Lo ' graduate carvicalun comittoe, the Cialiman be pernttied to
: vary the vector pattern,  Sech vector patierns to roflect
only the class requircucats and the ealeadar description of

the course,

d) That vector patterns for all regelarly schcduch'cpurscs be
included in the Coursu Guide; Dopartmeatal approval will be
in weiting and subniiied to the kegistrar.”

There 18 conniderahle confusion about vector patterns. This is
ottributable to the many .uses to which they are currently put. For some
courses, vector numhers indieate the lecture, tutorial, laboratory pattern,
while others use the first vector number to judicate the amount of outside
vork required. Sem{nars present enccial problems with come departments
{ndicating vector pacterns of 0-5-0 and others the vector 2-3-0. There is
agregment, houvcver, that current vector patterus:

a) often do not bear any relationship to either the contact hours
. i of the coursc or the credit hours assigned to {t.

b) nced not reflect the way in which the course is actually taught.

¢) will vary from semester to semester for individval courses
dependent upon the instructor.

d) scrve no uscful purpose in the University's Calendar.

e) would be of assistance to students if placed in the Course
Guide provided they carricd a consistent meaning.

- Because teaching method snd content often'influence students' chofee
of courses, it {s rcasonuble to expuect that accurate information on boch will
“be supplied to students ia advance of the courre. We recognize that individual
faculty uerbers will vary in thefr approaczh te the same course and that the
.annuval publication of the University's Calendar cannot therefore reflect these
screstor changes, Furthermore, the Universi Calendar is a statement of
gencral policics ‘and principles end we find little Justification for the con=

)’ . tinued incluiion in ft of veetor patterns. Decause the Calendar is used to
e . dotorming trannter credit for students cnzolling at other unlversitles vho have
token coursnes ot this Unfversity aad bocanse it 1g a geaeral gulde for studeats

taking coursean at Simon Praser, ve bave recoutonded that cach course description
eontatned fu the Calendar be accenpanled by o general description of the menner
dn which the course will be Liopht.  Since the Cowmse Guide provides infamation
on fudividua! screster course of ferfngs, wo believe that it is the west appro-
priate place in which to Incorporate coursie veatetr pattoras.

o
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SIMON FRASER UNIVERSITY
MEMORANDUM

AAAAA SENATE o | From, SENATE COMMITTEE_ON. UNDERGRADUATE STUDIES

Vector descriptions in the University

SUbied“"Ca‘lendar ......................................................................... B Date... ... November 14, 1974 . .. ... ... ..

At its meeting of 12th November, the Senate Committee

" on Undergraduate Studies considered the attached proposal from the

Faculty of Science that the existing Senate regulation on the use of
vector descriptions in the Calendar be amended to permit those Faculties
or Departments which wish to do so to include course vector descripticns
in the Calendar.

For the information of Senate, a copy of the present
regulation, passed earlier this year as part of Senate Paper S.74-43,
and of an explanatory note to Departments from the Chairman of SCUS
is attached to this proposal. The Chairman of the Faculty of Science
Curriculum Committee emphasized that, in approving this recommendation, -
the Faculty of Science had not intended to ask for repeal of the
existing regulation but merely to make provision for those departments
wishing to do so to include vector descriptions in the Calendar. He
noted that, in the departments in the Faculty of Science, vector
descriptions seldom if ever varied and that the elimination of course
vector descriptions from the Calendar deprived these departments of
a valuable means of comparison with other universities. Thus, it
was the wish of these departments that they be allowed to include
such descriptions in the Calendar in future. '

This proposal is now forwarded to Senate, with the
Committee's recommendation that it be approved.

@ﬂm §1-~~é§ﬁ) .

I. Mugridge
:ams

att.
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SIMON FRASER UNIVERSITY

MEMORANDUM
....................... Senate Committee on .. . . . I Fom. . _A.E. Curzonp
....................... Undergraduate Studies. . . ...... .. Acting Dean of Science
Subject.......... USE. OF VECTOR DESCRIPTIONS . . Date November 7, 1974
IN THE CALENDAR

The Faculty of Science, at its meeting of October 31, 1974,
passed a motion,

"To request Senate to amend its previous regulation so as to permit
those Faculties and/or Departments that wish, to have a numerical
vector description listed in the calendar against their courses."

Rationale:

Vector descriptions are commonly used in universities, particularly
in the local universities, as a valuable means of comparing
courses, especially with respect to the amount and nature of

the material presented in a course, and its division between
lectures, tutorials, and laboratories. Consequently, the

dropping of the vector notation in the calendar is liable

to lead to misunderstanding and difficulties in other institutions
in comparing our courses with theirs, and could have the effect

of diminishing the credibility of our programs.
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