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At its meeting of September 14, 2015, SGSC reviewed and approved GGR revisions to 1.9.4, 1.9.5 and
1.9.6. These revisions are to align the regulations with current practice and to make editorial corrections.
This gives rise to the following motions, effective Summer 2016:

Motion 1

That Senate approve the revisions to GGR 1.9.4 (Preparation for Examination of Doctoral Thesis)

Motion 2

That Senate approve the revisions to GGR 1.9.5 (The Role of the External Examiner)

Motion 3

That Senate approve the revisions to GGR 1.9.6 (Notification of Doctoral Thesis Examination)
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113 

RE: GGR 1.9.4 Preparation for Examination of Doctoral Thesis 
GGR 1.9.5 The Role of the External Examiner 
GGR 1.9.6 Not ification of Doctoral Thesis Examination 

Motion 1 
That SGSC approve the revisions to GGR 1.9.4 (Preparation for Examination of Doctoral Thesis) 

Motion 2 
That SGSC approve the revisions to GGR 1.9.5 (The Role of the External Examiner) 

Motion 3 
That SGSC approve the revisions to GGR 1.9.6 (Notification of Doctoral Thesis Examinat ion) 

Rationale and Revisions 

The revisions to 1.9.4, 1.9.5, and 1.9.6 are to align the regul ations with current practice and to make 
editorial corrections. 

1.9.4 
• The sentence on notifying the University community was moved to GGR 1.9.6 whi ch addresses 

the process for notifications. 
• A sentence regarding dean of graduate studies approval being required for changes to the date of 

the examination was added; this in formation was added because if the date is changed it impacts 
the external examiner. The dean of graduate studi es office is responsible for communicating with 
the external examiner regarding ava ilability and to ensure that there is enough time for the thesis 
review since the dead li ne for the external examiner report will also be changed. 

1.9.5 
• The current regulation doesn' t state a deadline for the external examiner repo1t but in practice 

there is a deadline of two weeks before the exam ination , so this informat ion was added. 

1.9.6 
• This regulation has been revised to clarify that the chair of the graduate program committee is 

responsible for notify ing the relevant peop le and the University community of the date, time, and 
location of the examination. In practice the expectation is that this is done at least two weeks 
before the examination, so the reference to 10 days has been changed to 2 weeks . If there are any 
changes to the date, time, or location, it is also the responsibility of the chair of the graduate 
program committee to communicate these changes. 



Proposed revisions to GGR 1.9.4 

FROM TO 
1.9.4 PREPARATION FOR EXAMINATION OF 1.9.4 PREPARATION FOR EXAMINATION OF 

DOCTORAL THESIS DOCTORAL THESIS 

Preparation for the examination of a doctoral thesis Preparation for the examination of a doctoral thesis 

shall not take place until the thesis is substantially shall not take place until the thesis is substantially 

complete and in the required fonnat. See complete and in the required fonnat. See 

www .lib.sfu.ca/help/writing/theses for infonnation. www .lib.sfu.ca/help/writing/theses for infonnation. 

The candidate's supervisory committee shall make 
The candidate's supervisory committee shall make 

a recommendation to the chair of the graduate 
a recommendation to the chair of the graduate 

program committee concerning the composition of 
program committee concerning the composition of 

the examining committee (in confonnity with 
the examining committee (in confonnity with 

1.9.3) and the date, location, and time of the thesis 
1.9.3) and the date, t*aee and time of the thesis 

examination. Upon approval of the chair of the 
examination. Upon approval of the chair of the 

graduate program committee, this recommendation, 
graduate program committee, this recommendation, 

along with the thesis and all relevant 
wita tae taesis title, aastFaet, a digital 60f>)' ef tae 

documentation, shall be sent to the dean of 
tkesis, and eHFrieelem vitae ef tke eJttemal 

graduate studies for final approval. These items 
e*amineF, shall be sent to the Dean ef GFadl:late 

shall reach the dean of graduate studies no later 
Steelies for final approval. These items shall reach 

than six weeks before the examination date. 
the Dean ef GFadeate Steelies no less-than six 

weeks before the examination date. U130n a1313reval Once aggroved2 the dean of graduate studies shall 
fFem tke Dean ef GFadeate Steelies, tke ekaiF ef tke fonnally invite the external examiner and distribute 
gmdeate f>F0gFam eemmittee 1v.ii11 netif;c tke digital copies of the completed thesis to the 
UniveFsity eemmenity ef tke intended time and examining committee. Any changes to the date of 
13laee ef tke eJtaminatien. the examination must be aggroved by the dean of 

graduate studies. 
At tkis time, tke Dean ef GFadeate Steelies shall 

fonnally invite the external;-{H*I digital copies of The examination of the thesis shall take place under 

the completed thesis skall ae distriaeted to the the regulations for thesis examination given in 

examining committee ay tke Dean ef GFadeate 1.10.1. 

Stl:ldies. 

The examination of the thesis shall take place under 

the regulations for thesis examination given in 

1.10.1. 
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Proposed revisions to GGR 1.9.5 

FROM TO 
1.9.5 THE ROLE OF THE EXTERNAL 1.9.5 THE ROLE OF THE EXTERNAL 
EXAMINER EXAMINER 

( ... ) ( ... ) 

The external examiner shall be asked to report on The external examiner shall be asked to report on 
the thesis, te the Eleaa ef graeuate stueies ealy, the thesis. This reQort will normally be submitted 
l:Jefepe the e1camiaatiea. If the report states that the two weeks before the examination date to the dean 
thesis is ready for defence, a copy shall be sent to of graduate studies. If the report states that the 
the chair of the e1mmiaiag committee by the dean thesis is ready for defence, a copy shall be sent to 
of graduate studies for distribution to all members the chair of the graduate Qrogram committee by the 
of the examining committee before the dean of graduate studies for distribution to all 
examination. The contents of the report will not be members of the examining committee before the 
communicated to the student. If the report examination. The contents of the report will not be 
recommends that the examination be postponed, communicated to the student. If the report 
the dean shall send a copy to the ehaif ef the recommends that the examination be postponed, 
e1camiaiag eemmittee, the senior supervisor and the the dean shall send a copy to the senior supervisor 
chair of the graduate program committee. The chair and the chair of the graduate program committee. 
of the graduate program committee and the senior The chair of the graduate program committee and 
supervisor will inform the student of the content of the senior supervisor will inform the student of the 
the report. Following discussions with the student content of the report. Following discussions with 
and the supervisory committee, the chair of the the student and the supervisory committee, the 
graduate program committee shall report to the chair of the graduate program committee shall 
dean whether the examination will take place as report to the dean whether the examination will 
scheduled or be postponed. take place as scheduled or be postponed. 
( ... ) ( ... ) 

Proposed revisions to GGR 1.9.6 

FROM TO 
1.9.6 NOTIFICATION OF DOCTORAL THESIS 1.9.6 NOTIFICATION OF DOCTORAL THESIS 
EXAMINATION EXAMINATION 

1()d least l Q Ela:ys l:Jerofe the 13F0130see eJE:amiaatiea, Once the examination has been aggroved by the 

the ehaif ef the gfaeuate J3f0gram eemmittee 1.14@ dean of graduate studies2 the chair of the graduate 

aeti~1 the eaaeieate, the e1mmiaiag eemmittee, the grogram committee is resgonsible for notifying the 

Eleaa ef Eleaas ef faeult~1 eeaeeFHee aae the Eleaa ef candidate2 examining committee2 faculty dean(s}2 

gi:aeuate stueies ef the Elate, 13laee aae time ef the and the University community of the aggroved 

thesis e1mmiaatiea; this Elate shall aet l:Je eaflieF date2 location2 and time of the thesis examination. 

thaa the 0Figiaal1~1 13F0130see Elate. +he Eleaa ef This notification should haQQen no later than two 

graeuate stueies will aetify the UaiveFsity weeks before the examination date. If there are any 

eemmuaity. changes to the date2 location2 and/or time of the 
thesis examination2 the chair of the graduate 
grogram committee is resgonsible for informing the 
candidate2 examining committee2 faculty dean(s}2 

and the University community. The dean of 
graduate studies is resQonsible for notifying the 
external examiner of any changes. 
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