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SFU OFFICE OF TI-IE ASSOOAlE VICE·PRESIDEl\11', ACAOEt..lIC AND ASSOOATE PROVOST 

MEMORANDUM 

ATIENTION 

FROM 

RE: 

8888 University Drive, Burnaby, Be 
Can.1da VSA IS6 

Senate Committee on University Priorities 

Bill Krane, dlair 

leI.: 



MEMO 

sells 10-02 b. " 

.. 
FACULTY OF 

ARTS AND SOCIAL 

TO: Jo Hinchliffe, Secretary' 
Senate Committee on Undergraduate Studies 

FROM: Paul Budra, Chair 
Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences Curriculum Committee 

RE: Certificate in Creative Writing 



FULL PROGRAM PROPOSAL 

CERTIFICATE IN CREATIVE WRITING 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The Certificate in Creative Writing provides students with extended instruction and 

opportunity for practice in the writing of poetry, fiction, and screenplays. It also offers 

instruction in theoretical approaches to writing as well as a more "applied" set of courses in 

editing and magazine and book publishing in Canada, providing prospective writers with skills 

widely applicable in the information economy. 

The proposed 



the separateness of creative writing as a disciplineL thus providing an emphasis on theoretical 

approaches to writing and writing practice for student writers with otherwise academic 

interests. The Certificate's courses in editing and publishing will also 



courses included in the certificate already exist in the SFU Calendar. The new courses, along 

with the already existing ENGL 372 (Creative Writing I: Poetry) and FPA 238 and 338 

(Screenwriting I and II) form the core workshops of the program. The Certificate consists of a 

minimum of 20 units: at least two writing workshop courses (the core of the program) and four 

other courses frorr: a list of 16 optional courses from the Departments of English, 

Communication, and Contemporary Arts. The latter four courses provide the program's unique 

interdisciplinarity, allowing students to simultaneously practice writing in the core workshops 

while gaining training in editing and the publishing industry, as well as 

and 



FACULTY 

The Certificate in Creative Writing relies upon existing tenure-track faculty currently teaching 

the designated courses from the various disciplines identified. No additional faculty members 

are required. 

PROGRAM CONSULTATIONS AND EVALUATIONS 

The certificate was 



APPENDIX A: Calendar DescTiptions 

CERTIFICATE IN CREATIVE WRITING 

This certificate allows students to investigate the theory and practice of creative writing from a variety 

of approaches, including creative practice in poetry, fiction, and screen writing, and aspects of material 

production/publishing. 

Admission Requirements 
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• plus ENGL 472-4 Advanced Creative Writing 

plus at least two courses from the following: 

ENGL 454W-4 North American Poetry and Poetics 

ENGL 470W-4 Studies in the English Language 

FPA 319W-3 Critical Writing in the Arts 

FPA 338-3 Screenwriting II 

CMNS 472-4 Books, Markets and Readers 

CMNS 473-4 Pub.lication Design and Print Production 

CMNS 474-4 The Business of Publishing 

Of the six required courses, no more than four may be in anyone department, while a minimum of two 
must be in English. Substitutions may be approved on a case-by-case basis by the Student Advisor. A 
cumulative grade point average of 2.0 is required in the courses used for the certificate. 



APPENDIX C: Faculty Teaching ln the Program 

English: 

Clint Burnham 

David Chariandy 

Stephen Collis 

Jeff Derksen 

Communication: 

Anne Ahmad 

Ian Chun 

Maureen Gillis 

Bob Mercer 

Contemporary Arts: 

Michelle Adams 

Colin Browne 

Patricia Gruben 

q 


