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Attached is the revised M.A. and Ph.D. program in the Department of
Geography which was approved by the Senate Committee on Graduate Studies
at their meeting on July 14, 1970, and is now being forwarded to Senate
for approval.

These revised programs were épproved by the Department of Geography Graduate
Studies Committee on April 8, 1970, and by the Faculty of Arts Graduate
Studies Committee on June 1, 1970.
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Paper G0

SIHON PRASER UNTVERSLLY
MEPARTHENT 0 CEOGRAPHY
ENTRY
PROCRAN

Lrees of Researche:

The Departeent takes a special dnterest in the development of
theoretical and conceptual frameworks in the systematic aspects of
Geopvaphy; emphasis is placed on the application of these to contemporary
and historicsl geographicsl problems in westem Norvth America, with
particular refcrence to British Columwbia and the utilization of its
LESOULCUS .

A nusber of aress of research may be pursued-in coopexration with
other departments. Suitably qualificd candidates will be encouraged to
umdertake graduate studics in physical, biological and behavioural scicnces,
history, and economics, where these arve velated to their geographical
interest.

M. Ao PROGRAM

Admission:

Three categories of candidates will be conujdelcd for admission to the
M. AL ggrea:

(a) Students holding a Bacheler's degree in an honours program with at
least a good sccond class standing (3.0 G.P.A.) in Geography or a
related discipline; where the condidate's fivst degrce is not in
Geography, he should have at least 12 semester hours-or the equivalent
in upper level Geopraphy courses.

(b) . Students holding a general degree with at least "B" standing (3.0 G.P.A.)
that includes 30 semestey hours, or the equivalent, in upper level coursces
in Ceography. : ' :

(¢) Sctudents who do not entirely satisfy University and departmental
conditions for full admission to a graduate program may be admitted
as Unclasaificd Scudents.  Such candidates will be requirxed to complero,
wader the direction of the Department of LeoLLAphy additionall work to
weet the requirements for full candidacy.



Hoh, Commitice:

The MoAL candidate, on belng adnltted to the Department will Lo anoipn .
a facuelty advisor, who will be responcible for supervising the students
i tdal pregran of studdes and for assicuing hin in scecking a Supervisory
Coneui titee, : '

This Supcrvisery Cemmitece 1s composcd of three faculty wombers, one
of whom may be dravn f:ron outswide the Department.  The Supcrvisory Cownitiee
will be vesponsible for ascisting the student to formulate his propram, for

evalunting his propgress, dnd for the reporting of this information to the

Repartmental Gradvatz Studies Committee.
M.oAo Recuiremente:

1. All graduate students must show competence in methedology and in
guantitative techniques, preferably by fulfilling the following requircments
belore adwisgsion.

(a)  Methodology.
This reguircement will be satisfied by a student taking
Geography 406G, or its equnvaluut at another instituvtion.
Any student lacking this prercouisite will be cxpected
to take the Ceography 406 scuminar, which will not form
part of the course credits for the M.A. degree. Faculty
menibers who normally teach this course will be responsible
for asscssing the critervia for satisfactory pexformance.

(b) Quantitative Techniques.

This requirement will be satisfied by a student taking
Geography 407, or its equivalent at another institution.
finy student lacking this prerequisite will be expected

to take the Geography 407 seminar, which will not form
part of the course credits for the M.A. degree. TFaculty
members who normally teach this course will be responsible
for assessing the criteria for satisfactory performance.

2. At the discretion of his Supervisory Committee, a student may be
directed to acquire an adequate knowledge of a language which would be

relevant to his studies.

3. The M.A. program consists of two alternative sets of degree
requirements:

(a) Extended Essay Program.

Students will be expected to complete 30 credit hours of
coursc vork. Under normal circumstances, cach candidate
will be expected to take the following courses:

Geography 800-3; )
twvo of Geoyraphy 802-3, 803-3, £05-3



For Titg 21 hours of elective eredit, o student will Lo

cuncauiaped to Lare some gradente couwrses outside the
Geography Department. '

Tu additdon, the student will Le expectoed Lo write vo

cxtended conayn on the basis of his gradunte vork, While

£
these ensays, i io

no opcecific lovsat &5 necessary Lor
recomnended chat students vefer to Kote L, Turabion,

Moo ftor Weitern of Torm Paposya, Theses, and Dicsoriaticon,

Uiversity of Chicapgo Press, 1O

, a8 a puide dn prepoarsing

theiv papers.

The two extended cenays must weet the approval of an
Framining Comait tee vhich will consist of the Supeorvisony
Committee plus one nenber dravn From outoilde the Deparbmeai,
The Hoowdining Comadtlec wny vejoot an essay on reguaire
certain chanies. The essay may be resubmitted after the
necessary choanges have been made.

(b} Thesgsis Prograa.

This progyam requires a thesis and at least 20 hours of
course work which must include Cecpgraphy 8C0-3. Craduate
course work in departments outside of CGeography will be
encouragaed.

The thesis must meet the approval of an Examining Committeo
which will consist of tho Supervisory Ceummittece plus onc
member drawn {rom outside the Deparvtment.  The Dxomining
Committes may reject a thesis or require cextain changes

toe e made. The thesis may be resubmitted after the
necessary changes have been made.

4. Colloquium: Rach M.A. candidate will be expected to present a
paper to the Deparvtient at a ceolloguium. This paper should be based on
cither onc of the candidate's proposed extended essays or his proposed thesis
topic, and should be prepared under the supervision of and to the satisfaction
of the candidate's Supervisory Committee.

Ph.D. PROGRAM

Admission:

The minimum requirceament for admission to the Ph.D. program is the successiul
completion of a Simon Frascer University M.A. depree in Geography, or its cquive
alent.

Degree Requircements:

The PhoD. candidate, on being admitted to the Department, will work under
the guidance of an advisory committee cowposcd  of three faculty members.
This committcee will mect during the first week of the student's first semestoer,
and will be responsible for supervising the student's initial program of studices
and for agssisting him in cstablishing a Supervisory Committec.
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The PhoD. candidate will he cxpecied to show conpolence in wethodalony
. H .

and in o guantilative teehniques to the Jevel speci ficd by the oA
Regulrements.,

Lt the dicerction of his Supervisory Comslttece, a studenl my be directed
to acquire o oadeguate huowledge of a language which would be relevimt to

)
his studhos.,

e program of formal coursne wovk and rescavch is deniencd to suit the
backerouwnd and yvescarch objcctives of cach candidate and may difior

widely from condldote Lo candd

The condidate will be cxpected to present st least two sewinars, on
topics selected by the candidate in consultaiion with his Supervisory
Cowmi .t tece, '

The scowinare will be presented before intcerested faculty, graduate and
waderpraducte students, normally din the yoriod hctvocn the fivst and
ters buo before the gualidiving e aminaticns. Doih the timing
and the subject matter of the seminars will be chosen by the student in
consultaticn with his Supcrvisory Comwittee. The student's perfomuance
nust be of o standand acucptable to his Supervisory Committea.
Notification of the cowpletiocn of the seminars should be sent to the
Chairiwen of the Depavtmental Graduate Studies Committce to be ente rpad.
on the student's record.

"

cixith sewes

Qualifying Bxominations. At a time set by the Supervisory Committee
normally at the end of the second year of residence, the candidate w111
be required to sit written and oral qualifying examinations.

The Qualifying Examination Committee will consist of at least feur
faculty mweubers from the Department, including the scenior SUNCTVLESOT

(who will be the Committee Chairmen), plus one faculty wember fo be drawn
from outside the Bepartwoent.

(a) Vritten. The candidate will select one of the following two options:
(1) The Qualifying Examination Committee will select a field
problem related to the candidate's general resecarch interests.

The student will normally be given two wecks to prepare and
present a written report to the Quelifying Pxamination

Commi tlee- and his performance will be judged on the basis of
ite clarity of thought and presentation, appropriate
reference to relevant literature, satisfactory collection
and prescentation of field data and depth of undevstanding
portraved. Attention will be paid to the appropriateness

of the wmethodolopy, and the consistency of the conclusions.

A student who fails the field problem may retake it once,
after a onc scemester lapse



6.

(23) WMritten Puomivations.  There will be four oxaminations:
Part Onc:  One exasination paper will be dovoted to his ficld
of specialization and will be designed Co purnit
him to crplore extensively his chosen area of
resecarc,

Part Two: e other thyrce examination papers will be basced
upon thyee topics choscn by the coandidate in
conisultavion with his Qualifying Examination
Conmit e, '

The
the recog

it may scelect all four topice from within one of
ood throe sub-branches of the dincipline (d.c.
physical, cecononic, cultural) or may sclect his topics from
within sceveral of the sub-branches. Where applicable one

paper may be written in a field outside of Geograpby.

A student who fails on examination poper may re-sit the
i -
papex oncae, after a one scmester lHPSC«

(b) Oral. The oral will be held by the Qualifying Exanination Cowni ttee
at the successful conclusion of all written examinations. TYhe
student will be examined primarily in the areas of the topice
covercd by the written examinations, but questions may range ovexr
the entive discipline.

Dissertatien. The candidate will prepare a dicsertation proposal which

will be cireulated to faculty and resident graduate students ond will
present this proposal for discussion at a Departmental collogquium.

The completed dissertation will be judged by the candidate's

Examining Commi ttec which will include the candidate's Qualifying
Examination Committee and by one examiner from outside the University.
The dissertation will be defended in oral examination before the
Examining Committce. Candidates who fail the disscrtation defense will
be permitted to retake the examination once only. '



