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SIMON FRASER UNIVERSITY

OFFICE OF THE VICE-PRESIDENT, ACADEMIC

MEMORANDUM

To: Senate

From: D. Gagan, Chair Mﬁ

Senate Committee on Academic Planning

Subject: Faculty of Applied Sciences -
Curriculum revisions

Date: December 9, 1996

Action undertaken by the Senate Graduate Studies Committee and the Senate Committee
on Academic Planning gives rise to the following motion:

Motion:
“that Senate approve and recommend approval to the Board of Governors
the curriculum revisions for the Faculty of Applied Sciences as set forth in

S.97 - 7 as follows:

S.97-7 a) School of Computing Science -
Non-thesis option for the M.Sc. in Computing Science

For Information:
Acting under delegated authority of Senate, SGSC approved revisions as set forth in

S.97-7b)  School of Engiheering Science
In all cases agreement has been reached between the Faculty and the Library in the
assessment of library costs associated with new courses.
Any Senator wishing to consult the full report of curriculum revisions within the Faculty

of Applied Sciences should contact Bobbie Grant, Senate Assistant, at 291-3168 or e-mail
bgrant@sfu.ca



S.97-7a

SGSC Reference: Meeting Nov. 18/96
SCAP Reference: SCAP 96 - 58

FOR APPROVAL

a) School of Computing Science
i)  Non-thesis option for the M.Sc. in Computing Science



Simon Fraser Unlversrty

MEMORANDUM
’l‘o: Alrson Watt From Trl\o Karneda / /ZW*‘Q
Regrstrar s Office ‘ . Drrector of Graduate Program
Ce School of Computing Science
CC: Marian McGinn
siiie ot Lo o R LR - R
Subject: Calendar Changes Date: Nov. 26, 1996

Dear Ahson

Our proposal for prOJect optron 1n Computrng Sc1ence M Sc program has been approved by
SGSC At the advice of Phyllrs Wrenn, Assocrate Dean of Graduate Studres I haVe cleaned up the
wordrng of the proposed Calendar descrrptlon without changlng its substance So, please present
thrs versron to the Senate for its approval

Rules for Pro_ject Optron in M Se. prdgram

Course req mrements ;o At least 27 semester hours or graduate level courses (typrcally 9 courses)
plus ad credrt hour pro Ject The project option has the same niinimum GPA requirement as
| the thesrs optron - ;

2. Length of the program The same regulatrons on the maxrmum length of time t6 finish the
: M Sc degree ap‘ply to a prOJect student as to a thesrs student

3. Optron Selectron An M Sc student must choose between thesrs and prOJect optlons by
the end of the second semester. Any switch thereafter must be approved by the Graduate
Prograrn Commrttee

4, ,Degree Thesis and prOJect students wrll receive the same degree, i.e., M. Sc in Computlng

Scrence

—

Vo e Tl e g e L
Rationale for Introduction of Project Option:

l To enhance the product1v1ty of our graduate program by provrdmg diversity and flexibility.
Not all M. Sc students are 1nterested in a research orrented career.

2. To provrde better chorces of courses and fle\uble programs for our graduate students, by
makmg more courses wrth reasonably srzed classes regularly avarlable This will make the

'(a) Apphcants holdlng an M Sc or 'Ph. D in another ﬁeld e. g 5 mathematlcs physrcs engr-
neermg, etc They have already derrronstrated their academrc abrhty For ‘the ‘purpose
.of entermg a new JOb market they wish to acqurre CS background within ‘a ‘predictable
o length of trme Recently, we have had a large number of such. apphcants
(b). Students who orrgmally rntended to wrlte a thesrs but for Various Teasons, now wish 'to
obtain a graduate CS degree and ﬁnd a JOb as soon as possible.
‘lf apprdved the mtroductron of the pro_]ect optron wrll necessitate the followrng changes in the
Calendar




Currrent Description of the Computing Science M.Sc. Program:

Students in the MSc program are expected to acquire breadth of knowledge through a sequence of
courses and depth of knowledge through completion and defense of a thesis based on independent
work. Under normal circumstances an MSc degree should be completed within 6 semesters and
should not require longer than 8 semesters.

Breadth Requirement ‘

MSc students must take at least 15 semester hours of graduate level course credit (typically five
courses) such that at least one course is chosen from each of areas I, II and III of Table 1. At least
12 of the 15 semester hours (typically 4 courses) must be taken in Computing Science. Coursework
will normally be completed by the end of the student’s fifth semester in the program.

Depth Requirement

MSc students must submit and defend a thesis based on their independent work. The student, in
consultation with her/his supervisory committee, will formulate and submit for their approval a
written thesis proposal, normally not later than the end of the third semester in the program.
Regulations specifying the composition of the examining committee and the procedures for the
final public defense of the thesis can be found in sections 1.9 and 1.10 of the Graduate General
Regulations. MSc students are required to give a seminar. Typically this will be on their thesis
research and will be presented in the interval between distribution of the thesis to the committee
and the defense.

. Proposed New Description of the Computing Science M.Sc. Program:
Students in the MSc program are expected to acquire breadth of knowledge through a sequence of
courses and depth of knowledge through completion and defense of a thesis or a project. Under
normal circumstances an MSc degree should be completed within 6 semesters and should not require
longer than 8 semesters. An M.Sc. student must choose between thesis and project options by the
end of the second semester. Any change in option thereafter must be approved by the Graduate
Program Committee.
Breadth Requirement
MSc students with thesis option must take at least 15 semester hours of graduate-level course credit
(typically 5 courses) such that at least one course is chosen from each of areas I, I and III of Table
1. At least 12 of the 15 semester hours (typically 4 courses) must be taken in Computing Science.
Coursework will normally be completed by the end of the student’s fifth semester in the program.
MSc students with project option must take at least 27 semester hours of graduate-level course
credit (typically 9 courses) such that at least two courses are chosen from each of areas I, II and
III of Table 1. The two courses taken in each area should be from different sub-areas. At least 21
of the 27 semester hours (typically 7 courses) must be taken in Computing Science.
The project should be roughly equivalent to 5 credit-hours of work.
Depth Requirement ‘
MSc students must submit and defend a thesis or project based on their independent work. For the
thesis option, the student, in consultation with her/his supervisory committee, will formulate and
submit for their approval a written thesis proposal, normally not later than the end of the third
semester in the program.
Regulations specifying the composition of the examining committee and the procedures for the final
examination of the thesis or project can be found in Sections 1.9 and 1.10 of the Graduate General
Regulations. MSc students with thesis option are required to give a seminar. Typically this will be
on their thesis research and will be presented in the interval between distribution of the thesis to
the committee and the defense.



S$.97-7b

SGSC Reference: Meeting November 18, 1996
‘ SCAP Reference: SCAP 96 - 59

FOR INFORMATION:
i)  School of Engineering Science
Acting under delegated authority of Senate, SGSC approved the following:
New courses:

ENSC 855 -3 Modern Semiconductor Devices
ENSC 856 - 3 Compound Semiconductor Device Technology.



	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5

