
Simon Fraser University 
Maggie Benston Centre 1100 
8888 University Drive 
Burnaby, BC  V5A 1S6 

TEL 778.782.3042 
FAX 778.782.3080 

gradstudies@sfu.ca 
www.sfu.ca/grad 

Senate February 16, 2023 

Jeff Derksen, 
Chair of Senate Graduate Studies 
Committee (SGSC) 

Program Changes  

For information: 
Acting under delegated authority at its meeting of February 7, 2023, SGSC approved the 
following curriculum changes, effective Fall 2023: 

Beedie School of Business 
Program Change: Finance MSc 

Faculty of Applied Science 
Department of Computing Science 
Program Change: Computing Science MSc 
Program Change: Computing Science PhD 
Program Change: Professional Computer Science MSc 

Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences 
Department of Political Science 
Program Change: Political Science MA  

S.23-40



Segal Graduate School Office of the Associate Dean TEL 778.782.9255 busadmin@sfu.ca 
500 Granville Street FAX 778.782.5122 
Vancouver, BC V6C 1W6 

Memo to SGSC 

To: Senate Graduate Studies Committee 
From: Andrew Gemino, Associate Dean, Graduate Programs 
Re:  MSc Calendar Changes for  2023 
Date:     

The following curriculum revisions have been approved by the Beedie School of Business and are 
forwarded to the Senate Graduate Studies Committee for approval.  These curriculum items should be 
effective for  2023.  

Please include them on the next SGSC agenda. 

Calendar description Change for MSc Finance: 

New ourse roposals and ourse hanges
Course utlines to ccompany roposals

Thank you for your attention herein.  Should you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate 
to contact me. 

________________________________________ 
Andrew Gemino 
Associate Dean, Graduate Programs, Beedie School of Business 

______________________________________________________
i
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�!�����+�&
$���#�
������������������
������ ����',�"�-�
���
���-��.������� '�"
$� �
#�
���������/�����
��� ������##�
�
����
���;<=�>>Z�@QRBCEBSTFK�GU�AHCI�̀DCDaF]FCJ�LMNDCI�JbF�RFcHBRF]FCJK�URG]�GCF�GU�JbF�dFTGe�KJRFD]K&63"���"6���	6	7"�"6����."	�������/���� �����
�	�����	���
����
���������/��*� �+������-�� '��
��	�����* �
�
�������������&
$���#�
����
5�
���
��* �$����"(���'���XCI�f�HCBJK�URG]�JbF�TBKJ�GU�FTFEJB_FK"2"��&3"����������.���� 
-�* �4�
����������/���!�
������!�
��������������!�
������!�
�������������!�
������!�
�����;<=�>?Z@ABCDCEBDT�̀GIFTBCa�LMN.&�8��	6	7"�"6����."	������/:��� �����.��5���
���#�
���������/)���� 5���.��5���
���#�
������������	�$�

���9� �$���$������XCI�fHCBJK�URG]�JbF�TBKJ�GU�FTFEJB_FK"2"��&3"����������.���� 
-�* �4�
����������/���!�
������!�
��������������!�
������!�
����
ELECTIVES

BUS 870 - Research Project (3)
BUS 876 - Special Topics (3)
BUS 888 - Special Topics (3)
BUS 889 - Special Topics (3)
BUS 801 - Financial Modelling (3)

ELECTIVES

BUS 870 - Research Project (3)
BUS 876 - Special Topics (3)
BUS 888 - Special Topics (3)
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BUS 889 - Special Topics (3)
BUS 801 - Financial Modelling (3)

BUS 880 - Student Investment Advisory 
Service Practicum (0)



OFFICE OF THE DEAN  
Faculty of Applied Sciences
Simon Fraser University

MEMORANDUM

Attention Dr. Jeff Derksen Date:Dec 15, 2022
Dean, Graduate Studies

From Dr. Parvaneh Saeedi psaeedi@sfu.ca
Faculty of Applied Science, Graduate Studies Committee

Re: Program Change for MSc and PhD Thesis-Based Programs- CMPT 700

The faculty of Applied Sciences Graduate Studies Committee would request for the removal of 
CMPT 700 - Technical Writing and Research Communication, from the list of mandatory 
courses for both MSc and PhD thesis-based programs. We request the change to become
effective starting Fall 2023.

Both programs number of required courses will be then reduced by 1 to the followings:

o MSc thesis-based: 5 courses
o PhD thesis-based with a prior MSc degree: 4 courses
o PhD thesis-based without a prior MSc degree: 8 courses

The first offering of this course was in the Spring of 2021. While some students found it helpful, 
many with good writing skills did not feel the same.   Therefore, it was decided to change the 
course to non-required, and allow the students and their advisors to determine which courses 
would be most suited for their progress. 

CS will continue to offer this course regularly, and students can take it if they need it. 

Please note that we are unaware of any top-tier CS department in Canada or the US with a 
mandatory technical writing course.

Regards,
Parvaneh Saeedi



C O M P U T I N G  S C I E N C E  

M EM O  

B U R N A B Y  
9971 Applied Sciences Building 
8888 University Drive 
Burnaby BC  V5A 1S6 
Canada 

S U R R E Y  
250-13450 102 Avenue
Surrey, BC V3T 0A3
Canada

Tel: 778-782-4277 
Fax: 778-782-3045 
Web: www.cs.sfu.ca 

ATTENTION Parvaneh Saeedi ,  Associate Director  

FROM Igor  Shinkar,  Graduate Program Direc tor 

RE Program changes to MSc Thesis and PhD programs

DATE November 30, 2022

Proposed Program Changes to MSc Thesis and PhD Programs 

The following program changes have been approved by the Graduate Program 
Committee in the School of Computing Science, and are forwarded to the 
Faculty Graduate Studies Committee for approval. These curriculum items 
should be effective for Fall 2023. Please include them on the next FGSC 
agenda. 

Removing CMPT 700 - Technical Writing and Research Communication
as a mandatory course for both MSc Thesis and PhD programs.
Reducing number of required courses by 1. The new required number of
courses are:

o MSc Thesis: 5 courses
o PhD with MSc: 4 courses
o PhD without MSc: 8 courses

If you have any questions, please let me know.

____________________ 
Igor Shinkar,  
Graduate Chair, School of Computing Science 
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Calendar Entry Change for Computing Science Doctor of Philosophy

Summary of change:

- Removal of CMPT 700 - Technical Writing and Research Communication as a
mandatory course in PhD program.

- Reducing number of required courses by 1. The new required number of courses is:
• PhD with MSc: 4 courses
• PhD without MSc: 8 courses

Rationale for change:

- To allow the students and their advisors to decide what is best for their needs.
- To emphasize the importance of research, and reduce the emphasis from the course
requirements.
Effective term and year: Fall 2023
Will this change impact current students? If yes, what is the plan for current students?

Yes, current students will have the opportunity to opt in to the new requirements so they 
would not be required to complete CMPT 700

FROM TO
DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY

[…]

Program Requirements

This program consists of course work and a 
thesis for a minimum of 33 units selected in 
consultation with the Graduate Chair or 
supervisor.

Students will demonstrate breadth of 
knowledge, and the capacity to conduct 
original research through completion and 
defence of an original thesis.

Students must complete

CMPT 700 - Technical Writing and Research 
Communication (3) *
And

four graduate courses in Computing Science 
for a minimum of 12 units

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY

[…]

Program Requirements

This program consists of course work and a 
thesis for a minimum of 30 units selected in 
consultation with the Graduate Chair or 
supervisor.

Students will demonstrate breadth of 
knowledge, and the capacity to conduct 
original research through completion and 
defence of an original thesis.

Students must complete

four graduate courses in Computing Science 
for a minimum of 12 units



and a thesis

CMPT 899 - PhD Thesis (18)

Students without an MSc or equivalent

complete additional five graduate courses in 
Computing Science for a minimum of 15
units selected in consultation with the 
Graduate Chair or supervisor.

* Students may not be required to repeat this
course if they received a credit for it during
the master's program.

Program Length

Students are expected to complete the 
program requirements in 12 to 15 terms (4 to 
5 years).

Other Information

Course Work

Students are required to complete breadth 
requirements selected from five different 
areas. This is to be done in consultation with 
the supervisor or graduate program chair if 
the supervisor has not been appointed yet. For 
more information on breadth requirements 
and restrictions, see program website.

[…]

and a thesis

CMPT 899 - PhD Thesis (18)

Students without an MSc or equivalent

complete additional four graduate courses in 
Computing Science for a minimum of 12
units selected in consultation with the 
Graduate Chair or supervisor.

Program Length

Students are expected to complete the 
program requirements in 12 to 15 terms (4 to 
5 years).

Other Information

Course Work

Students are required to complete breadth 
requirements selected from five different 
areas. This is to be done in consultation with 
the supervisor or graduate program chair if 
the supervisor has not been appointed yet. For 
more information on breadth requirements 
and restrictions, see program website.

Supervisory Committee

A supervisory committee consists of the 
student's supervisor, at least one other 
computing science faculty member, and 
others (typically faculty) as appropriate. 
The choice of supervisor should be made 
by mutual consent of the graduate student 
and faculty member based on commonality 
of research interests. The student and 
supervisor should consult on the remainder 
of the committee members.

[…]



Faculty of Applied Sciences 
Simon Fraser University 

MEMORANDUM 

Attention Dr. Jeff Derksen Date: Dec 1, 2022 
Dean, Graduate Studies 

From Dr. Parvaneh Saeed, psaeedi@sfu.ca  
Faculty of Applied Science, Graduate Studies Committee 

Re: Program name change + Two course name changes 

The faculty of Applied Sciences Graduate Studies Committee would like to request the
following program name change: Master of Science in Computer Science to Master of

Big Data.

To align with the program name change we request to change the name of the following two
courses:

CMPT 732: from Professional Master’s Program Lab I to Big Data Lab I, and
CMPT 733: from Professional Master’s Program Lab II to Big Data Lab II.

The rationale for these changes is to correspond to the ministry-approved Master of Visual 
Computing and Master of Cybersecurity programs. The new programs will have their own 
specific lab courses. Both programs will be offered starting in the fall of 2023. 

Regards, 
Parvaneh Saeedi 
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Cover Memo to SGSC 

To:  Senate Graduate Studies Committee 
From: Eline de Rooij, Graduate Program Chair, Political Science 
Re: Political Science MA Program changes and course changes 
Date: 22 Dec 2022 

The following program changes and course changes have been approved by the Department of 
Political Science and the Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences and are forwarded to the Senate 
Graduate Studies Committee for approval. These curriculum items should be effective for Fall 
2023. Please include them on the next SGSC agenda. 

Department of Political Science 

The following changes are being proposed to better align the different MA Program Options in 
Political Science with the Program Requirements as specified in GGR 1.7.2, and to provide three 
clearly distinct options to our students, while ensuring that overall workload (total units) remains 
similar across all three options. 

Program changes to MA in Political Science: 
1. Eliminate the Extended Essays Option.
2. Change the capstone course (POL 892) units for the Project Option from 10 units to 6 units

with a maximum word count of 10,000 for the project paper, and to be examined as per GGR
1.7.2c.

3. Change the field exam (POL 897) units for the Course-intensive Option from 6 units to 2
units.

4. Change the number of required courses for the Thesis Option from five courses to four
courses, with POL898 (MA Thesis) to be examined as per GGR 1.7.2a.

5. Add statement regarding the already existing B minimum requirement for required courses to
the Calendar.

Course changes: POL 892, 897, 898 
Change the number of units for POL 892 (Research Project) and POL 897 (Field Exam in
Major Areas of MA Concentration) from 10 to 6, and from 6 to 2, respectively.
Add a prerequisite to POL898 (MA Thesis) stipulating that to enroll in POL898, students
must have completed a minimum of four courses while in the MA Program, one of which
must be POL800, and must have a minimum CGPA of 3.67.
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________________________________________ 
Faculty Graduate Chair 
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