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Dr. Heather Bliss, Graduate Program Chair 
DEPARTMENT OF LINGUISTICS 
Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences 

R.C. Brown Hall 8121 
8888 U niversi Drive 
Burnaby, BC 

TEL 604-762-6274 linggsc@sfu.ca 

______________ Canada_V_.5.A.___1£_..,_ _______________________________ ___,_ 

May 17, 2022 

Re: Linguistics Expanded MA Proposal 

Dear FASS GSC Members 

Please accept this memo documenting the Depaiiment of Linguistics' suppmi for the Expanded MA 
Proposal, which includes: 

The introduction of a new course: LING 880 'Advanced Linguistic Research for Professional 
Development' 
The introduction of two new options for completing an MA in Linguistics (course-based and 
project-based, in addition to the existing thesis-based option) 

Draft versions of the proposal were discussed amongst Linguistics faculty members in November 2021 and 
April 2022. A revised version was circulated to Linguistics faculty members on May 9 and the faculty voted 
at our May 12 Depatiment meeting to accept the changes outlined in the proposal. 

Respectively yours, 

Dr. Heather Bliss 
Graduate Program Chair, Linguistics 

SIMON FRASER UNIVERSITY ENGAGING THE WORLD 
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Advanced Linguistic Research for Office: xxx 

l 
Professional Development Email: xxx 

COURSE DESCRIPTION: 
Designed to help students develop practical skills that will support their professional development 
as linguists, including writing research a1ticles and preparing conference presentations, as well as 
critically evaluating and discussing influential works in the field. It is designed for second year 
students who are actively working on research projects, theses, and qualifying papers, so that they can 
share key literature related to their research and present their on-going work to benefit from the 
feedback of their cohott. 

COURSE PREPARATION: Students are expected to sta1t the course with a vetted research project 
(e.g., MA or PhD level research thesis, project, qualifying paper, or te1m paper under revision for 
anticipated publication). 

TEXTBOOK 

Macaulay, Monica. 2011. Surviving Linguistics. Cascadilla Press. 

COURSE GRADING: 

• Presentations 40%
• Proposal and progress repo1t 40%
• Literature review 20%

MISC. 

All student requests for accommodations for their religious practices must be made in writing by 
the end of the first week of classes or no later than one week after a student adds a course. 

Students requiring accommodations as a result of a disability must contact the Centre for
Accessible Learning (778-782-3112 or caladmin@sfu.ca). 
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Ling 880 Syllabus 

Advanced Linguistic Research for Professional Development 

Course Basics 

Time: xxx 

Place: xxx 

Instructor 

Instructor: xxx 

Email: xxx 

Office: xxx 

Office hours: xxx 

Course Details 

Description 
Designed to help students develop practical skills that will support their professional development as 

linguists, including writing research articles and preparing conference presentations, as well as critically 

evaluating and discussing influential works in the field. It is designed for second year students who are 

actively working on research projects, theses, and qualifying papers, so that they can share key literature 

related to their research and present their on-going work to benefit from the feedback of their cohort. 

Format 
This seminar course combines presentations, discussions, and activities that give you an opportunity to 

learn and apply new knowledge and skills and integrate course content with your own experiences. A high 

level of engagement and participation is required, and you will have the opportunity to shape and 

generate course content through your participation. Come prepared to engage in dialogue and engage with 

other course participants. Please complete the required readings in advance so you can fully benefit 

from the course activities. 

Course Preparation 
Students are expected to start the course with a vetted research project (e.g., MA or PhD level research 

thesis, project, qualifying paper, or term paper under revision for anticipated publication).  

Textbook 
Macaulay, Monica. 2011. Surviving Linguistics. Cascadilla Press. 

(see below for additional required readings) 

Grading 
This course will be graded based on successful completion of the assignments listed below. 
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