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Full Program Proposal for a Geographic Information Science Minor (SCUP 20-21) 

At its April 22, 2020 meeting, SCUP reviewed and approved the Full Program Proposal for a Geographic 
Information Science Minor in the Department of Geography within the Faculty of Environment, effective 
Spring 2021. 

Motion: 

That Senate approve and recommend to the Board of Governors the Full Program Proposal for a 
Geographic Information Science Minor in the Department of Geography within the Faculty of 
Environment, effective Spring 2021. 

c: T. Brennand

S.20-53



SCUP 20-21





GIScience Minor 

1 Credential to be awarded 

Geographic Information Science minor 

2 Location 

Simon Fraser University, Burnaby Campus 

3 Department(s), School(s), Faculty(ies) offering program 

Department of Geography in the Faculty of Environment 

4 Anticipated program start date  

Spring 2021 

5 Description of proposal program 

5.1 Aims, goals and/or objectives 

A minor in Geographic Information Science (GIScience) will prepare students 

from across SFU to use spatial data for analysis, communication and 

production of maps. Spatial data includes all data sets, including those 

constituting Big Data, which have location associated with them. In addition 

to introducing students to the methods and techniques of GIScience in both 

corporate software and open source environments, a focus on GIScience 

theory, critique and community engagement will furnish students with the 

agility to seize a broad range of career opportunities now and adapt to 

future domain advancements. Students will be able to work in a range of 

careers including policing, business analytics, community mapping, heritage 

management, municipal cadastral management, geological science, 

ecological science, biological monitoring, public health among others. 

While students could choose to take a sampling of GIScience courses 

without undertaking the minor, we believe that having a recognized 

credential in a well-known and sought-after field is more desirable. In 

addition, it will help employers recognize their specialized skill set and 

spatial literacy. 

The learning objectives associated with the GIScience minor are focused on 

the theory, skills and techniques required to prepare, analyze, interpret and 

communicate spatial data. These skills are described in detail below: 

Full Program Proposal Page 2 
































