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MEMORANDUM
ATTENTION  Senate paTE November 18, 2015
FROM Wade Parkhouse, Chair of Senate No. GS2015.37, GS2015.38

Graduate Studies Committee (SGSC)

RE:
' Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences @D

For information:
Acting under delegated authority at its meeting of November 9, 2015, SGSC approved the
following curriculum revisions effective Fall 2016:

Department of Economics

Program change: Doctor of Philosophy

Program change: Master of Arts

Course change (title, description): ECON 837, ECON 838, ECON 839

School for International Studies
Program change: Master of Arts
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SIMON

ATTENTION: Wade Parkhouse, Dean

Graduate Studies

: Lisa Shapiro, Chair
Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences Graduate Studies Committee

FASSGSC Proposals

5" October 2015

The Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences Graduate Committee met on 1
October 2015 and approved the following curricular program changes, as

submit

ted by Department of Economics.

Removal of ECON 839 as a PhD program requirement. ECON 839 may
be taken as an elective. The rationale for the change is that under current
requirements, PhD students do not all receive the same econometric
training. The Department wants to ensure that all entering PhD students
receive excellent training in the core aspects of applied and theoretical
econometrics, while continuing to offer advanced topical training for
those who wish to explore the field more deeply.

Removal of ECON 837 as an MA program requirement. ECON 837 may
be taken as an elective. The rationale for the change is that currently,
MA students have the option of substituting ECON 837 for the required
course ECON 836. Because of changes to the content of ECON 837,
related to changes in the PhD program, it

will no longer be appropriate for MA students to substitute ECON 836
with ECON 837.

Change of titles and calendar descriptions of ECON 837, 838, 839. The
rationale for change is to restructure, rationalize, and modernize the PhD
econometrics requirement. Minor course change forms are attached.

The Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences Graduate Committee met on 1% October

2015 an

d approved the following curricular program changes, as submitted by

the School of International Studies.
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* Removal of B+ as the passing grade for IS 880-6 MA Extended Essays
from the calendar description of the course. The rationale for the change
is to make clear that the marking of the extended essay is on the same
scale as that of other courses. Since students can receive the full range of
marks in their other courses, it should be clear that students can receive
the full range of marks on their Extended Essay. The minimum of a B+
as the passing grade in the description of the course has led to a
confusion among students, and pressure on faculty to inflate grades for
passing.

We would like the above changes to become effective Fall 2016.

Please place these on the agenda for the next SGSC meeting.

L.S:bh
enc
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MEMO

ATTENTION Lisa Shapiro, Chair, FASSGSC

{ FROM Simon Woodcock, Graduate Chair, Dept. of Economics
l RE Curriculum changes

|

L S

[_]_JA:FE September 14, 2015

At its meeting of September 10 2015, the Department of Economics approved the

following curricular program changes:

1.

To make ECON 839 an elective in the PhD program instead of a requirement, i.c.,
change required courses in the PhD from “ECON 803, 804, 808, 809, 831, 837 and
cither 838 or 839" to “"ECON 8§03, 804, 808, 809, 831, 837 and 838.” Revised
calendar language is attached.

To make ECON 837 an clective in the MA program instead of a requirement, i.c.,
change required courses in the MA from “ECON 802, 835, either 807 or 808, and
either 836 or 837" to “ECON 802, 835, 836, and cither 807 or 808.” Revised
calendar language is attached.

To change titles and calendar descriptions of ECON 837, 838, 839. Minor course

change forms are attached.

Please place this proposal on the agenda of the next mecting of the Faculty of Arts and

Social Sciences Graduate Studies Curriculunm Committee

Sincerely,

Simon Woodcock
Graduate Chair

Dept. of Economics
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Calendar Entry Change for Economics Doctor of Philosophy Program

Summary of change:

Simplify and rationalise econometrics requirements in the PhD program, by changing the
requirement from ECON 837 plus ECON 838 or ECON 839, to ECON 837 plus ECON 838,

Rationale for change:

Under current requirements, PhD students do not all receive the same econometric training, aqd
this serves some of our students poorly. We want to ensure that all entering PhD students receive
excellent training in the core aspects of applied and theoretical econometrics, while continuing to
offer advanced topical training for those who wish to explore the field more deeply.

Effective term and year:
Fall 2016.

Will this change impact current students? If yes, what is the plan for current students?
No. Changes will take effect with the 2016-17 PhD entering cohort.

FROM

TO

Degree Requirements

This program allows specialization in
economics, economics and business
administration, or economics and a related
discipline. Normally, every PhD program will
include the following.

1. Successful performance in 11 approved
courses beyond the economics MA
requirements listed above. Those specializing
in economics must include ECON 803, 804,
808, 809, 831, 837 and either 838 or-839; those
specializing in economics and business
administration must include ECON-803-and
804;-0r-808-and-809,831-

Degree Requirements

This program allows specialization in

economics, economics and business

administration, or economics and a related

discipline. Normally, every PhD program will

include the following.

1. Successful performance in 11 approved

courses beyond the economics MA

requirements listed above. Those specializing

in economics must include

ECON 803 Microeconomic Theory II

ECON 804 Advanced Topics in
Microeconomic Theory

ECON 808 Macroeconomic Theory

ECON 809 Advanced Macroeconomic Theory

ECON 831 Mathematical Economics

ECON 837 Econometrics I

ECON 838 Econometrics II

Those specializing in economics and business

administration must include

ECON 831 Mathematical Economics

and both of

ECON 803 Microeconomic Theory II

ECON 804 Advanced Topics in




Microeconomic Theory
or both of
ECON 808 Macroeconomic Theory
ECON 809 Advanced Macroeconomic Theory




Calendar Entry Change for Economics Master of Arts Program

Summary of change:

Remove option for MA students to take ECON 837 in place of ECON 836.

Rationale for change:

Currently, MA students have the option of substituting ECON 837 for the. required course ECQN
836. Beca,use of changes to the content of ECON 837, related to changes in the PhD program, it
will no longer be appropriate for MA students to substitute ECON 836 with ECON 837.

Effective term and year:
Fall 2016.

Will this change impact current students? If yes, what is the plan for current students?
No. Changes will take effect with the 2016-17 MA entering cohort.

FROM

TO

Degree Requirements

Core Course Work

The core course work will normally consist of
ECON 802-4 Microeconomic Theory |
ECON 835-4 Econometrics

and one of

ECON 807-4 Macroeconomic Theory
and Policy

. ECON 808-4 Macroeconomic Theory
and-one-of
~—ECON-836-4-Applied-Econometries
+———ECON-837-4-Econometriec Theory-1

Co-operative Education

This optional program provides work
experience that complements MA studies.

MA students in good standing with a minimum

3.0 GPA may apply to co-op after satisfactory
completion of

SCON 8024 Mi (o T ;
~—ECON-835-4-Econometrics
ECON-836-4-Applied E .
and-ene-of

Degree Requirements

Core Course Work

The core course work will normally consist of
ECON 802 Microeconomic Theory I

ECON 835 Econometrics

ECON 836 Applied Econometrics

and one of

ECON 807 Macroeconomic Theory and Policy
ECON 808 Macroeconomic Theory

Co-operative Education

This optional program provides work
experience that complements MA studies.

MA students in good standing with a minimum

3.0 GPA may apply to co-op after satisfactory
completion of their core course work.







Graduate Course Change

Attach a separate document if more space is required.

SIMON FRASER UNIVERSITY
GRADUATE STUDIES & POSTDOCTORAL FELLOWS

Course Subject/Number Units

ECON 837

4

P
Effective Term and Year Fall 2016

R o Econometric Theory |

Rationale for Change:

To restructure, rationalise, and modernise the PhD econometrics requirement.

Proposed Changes [Check all that apply)

DCourse number DUnits* Title Description DPrerequisite DOther

Complete only the fields to be changed

FROM

TO

Course Subject/Number

Course Subject/Number

Units

Units*

Course Title
Econometric Theory |

Course Title [max 100 characters)
Econometrics |

Course Short Title
Econometric Theory |

Course Short Title (max 30 characters)
Econometrics |

Description

The theory of the general linear model and the
implications of basic econometric problems such as
multicollinearity, autocorrelated residuals, errors in
variables and heteroscedasticity. The use of dummy
and lagged variables, simultaneous equation
models. The identification problem. Estimation of
over-identified equations. Offered once a year.

Description

Develops a foundation for econometric theory and
applied econometrics. Topics may include an
introduction to measure and probability theory,
integration and mathematical expectations, stochastic
limit theory, asymptotic theory, mathematical statistics,

multiple linear regression, and an introduction to GMM
and maximum likelihood estimation.

Prerequisite

. Prerequisite

Other

Other

* Program requirements may need to be revised when course units are changed. Please review the calendar and submit
any relevant program revisions resulting from this course change.

Page 1of 2 Revised May 2615




REMINDER: All course changes must be identified on a cover memo and confirmed as approved when submitted to FGSC
and SGSC.

IENN® CONTACT PERSON

Department / School / Program Contact name Contact email
Dept. of Economics Gwen Wild ' glwild@sfu.ca

BEED DEPARTMENTAL APPROVAL 57

Department Graduate Program Committee | Signatu Vs ){/2 ) Date _ ;
e ‘ -, =
S. Woodcock k« [ — /)//(7/ F2SFAN
Department Chair Signature i Date
. Jacks = S, 9,

BEEEY FACULTY APPROVAL

Faculty Graduate Studies Committee [FGSC) SW Date
U sa gol—»ﬂaﬁ lvr~~= b 9ck 20065

B> SENATE GRADUATE STUDIES COMMITTEE APPROVAL

Senate Graduate Studies Committee (SGSC) Slgnatur© Date

L,D%.;c‘\c/\n.cgms-e__. Sesmrnaa | Ao "?,&Of‘s—

ADMINISTRATIVE SECTION [for DGS offlce onlyl

Course Attribute: If different from regular units;
Course Attribute Value: . . Academic Progress Units:
Instruction Mode: ‘ Financial Aid Progress Units:
Attendance Type:
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Graduate Course Change

Attach a separate document if more space is required.

SIMON FRASER UNIVERSITY
GRADUATE STUDIES & POSTDOCTORAL FELLOWS

Course Subject/Number Units

ECON B38 4

Effective Termand Y
ective Term and Year Fall 2016

C [ .
ouime Tl Econometric Theory IIA

Rationale for Change:

To restructure, rationalise, and modernise the PhD econometrics requirement.

Proposed Changes [Check all that apply)

I:l Course number D Units* Title Description D Prerequisite D Other

Complete only the fields to be changed

FROM

TO

Course Subject/Number

Course Subject/Number

Units

Units*

Course Title
Econometric Theory IIA

Course Title [max 100 characters)
Econometrics i

Course Short Title
Econometric Theory IIA

Course Short Title [max 30 characters)
Econometrics ||

Description

This course presents advanced topics in tima sories econometrics, with an 5
amphasis on model building, estimation, inference and forecasts in finance and
macroeconornics. Univariate and multivariate medels of stationary and
nonslationary time series in time and fraquency domains will be studied. General
topics will include spacification testing, method of moments estimators,
applications of maximum likelihoed, simulation and bootstrap methads, and
aslimation and inferenca in nonlinear modals. These will bo presented in the
context of ARMA maodels, impulsa-response functions, vector auloregressions and
state space modsls, frequancy domain metheds, unit roots, cointegration, models
of volalility, extreme value analysis and risk management, long-memory modsls,
structural change, hidden-markov modals, high frequency finance and wavelots.

Description

Develops the core tools of theoretical and applied
econometrics including time series, cross sectional, and
panel data methods. Topics may include limited dependent
variable models, GMM, instrumental variables, ARMA
models, unit roots and cointegration, fixed and random
effects, incidental parameters, testing, program evaluation,
nonlinear regression, semi- and nonparametric methads.

Prerequisite

Prerequisite

Other

Other

* Program requirements may need to be revised when course units are changed. Please review the calendar and submit
any relevant program revisions resulting from this course change.

Page 1 of 2 Revised May 2015




REMINDER: All course changes must be identified on a cover memo and confirmed as approved when submitted to FGSC
and SGSC.

2% CONTACT PERSON

Department / School / Program Contact name Contact email
Dept. of Economics Gwen Wild giwild@sfu.ca

BEED> DEPARTMENTAL APPROVAL //‘7\/;'

Department Graduate Program Committee Signatur/ "( Date
S. Woodcock > < 7 / / %/ zo /N
T 7 T

Department Chair Signature L Date
D. Jacks e \S.cs,)q
E2EES FACULTY APPROVAL
Faculty Graduate Studies Committee [FGSC) | Signature Date
Lisa fqau(-m, ‘/&Lgﬂ/ 6 Ok 2015

v

%> SENATE GRADUATE STUDIES COMMITTEE APPROVAL

Senate Graduate Studies Committee (SGSC) | Signatu g } Date
w?o_?\émoud;i_ k.b; Noo lﬂ, 20 ({-

ADMINISTRATIVE SECTION (for DGS office onty) : )
. If different from regular units:

Course Attribute:

Course Attribute Value: . Academic Progress Units;
Instruction Mode: Do Financial Aid Progress Units:
Attendance Type: . o
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Graduate Course Change

Attach a separate document if more space is required.

SIMON FRASER UNIVERSITY
GRADUATE STUDIES & POSTDOCTORAL FELLOWS

Course Subject/Number Units

ECON 839

4 Effective Term and Year Fall 2016

Course.Taie Econometric Theory |I1B

Rationale for Change:

To restructure, rationalise, and modernise the PhD econometrics requirement.

Proposed Changes [Check all that apply)

DCourse number D Units* Titie Description D Prerequisite l___| Other

Complete only the fields to be changed

FROM TO
Course Subject/Number Course Subject/Number
Units Units*

Course Title
Econometric Theory 11B

Course Title [max 100 characters)
Econometrics 111

Course Short Title
Econometric Theory 1I1B

Course Short Title (max 30 characters)

Econometrics |1

Description

Presents advanced topics in econometric theory in a
microeconomic setting. Topics will include specification
testing, method of moments estimators, applications of
maximum likelihood, simulation and boolstrap methods,
and estimation and inference in nonlinear models. These
will be presented in the context of cross-sectional and
panal data, including discrete choice models,
limited-dependent variable models, and duration models.

Description
Presents advanced topics in econometrics.
Topics may include testing, program evaluation,

nonlinear regression, semi- and nonparametric
methods, time series, and partial identification.

Prerequisite

Prerequisite

Other

Other

* Program requirements may need to be revised when course units are changed. Please review the calendar and submit
any relevant program revisions resulting from this course changes.
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REMINDER: All course changes must be identified on a cover memo and confirmed as approved when submitted to FGSC
and SGSC.

S CONTACT PERSON

Department / School / Program Contact name Contact email
Dept. of Economics Gwen Wild giwild@sfu.ca

bt DEPARTMENTAL APPROVAL =~ /)

Department Graduate Program Committee Signature%—;/”f i Date -
S. Woodcock [ < 7/ (Y 2ers

Department Chair Signature Date

D. Jacks E ey IS. o5 14

—

25> FACULTY APPROVAL

Faculty Graduate Studies Committee (FGSC] | Signature Date
hea Skauf\\ro % & Ock 205

2% SENATE GRADUATE STUDIES COMMITTEE APPROVAL

Senate Graduate Studies Committee (SGSC) | Signatu Date
O R Mowas O r@» Now 19, ors

ADMINISTRATIVE SECTION {for DGS office only) o : ‘
Course Attribute; : If different from regutar units:

Course Attribute Value: - Academic Progress Units: -
Instruction Mode: ) Financiat Ald Progress Units:
Attendance Type: . .
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SIMON FRASER UNIVERSITY SCHOOL FOR INTERNATIONAL STUDIES
ERERRE Tt WERLE 515 West Hastings Street, Suite 7200

Vancouver BC Canada V6B 5K3
T 778.782.7148 | F 778.782.7837 | www.sfu.ca/internationalstudies

TO Jane Pulkingham, Chair of FASSGSC
FROM Christopher Gibson, Graduate Chair
SUBJECT Program/Calendar Changes

DATE September 24, 2015

Atits meeting of September 14, 2015, the School for International Studies approved the
following curricular program changes:

* Removing B+ as the passing grade for IS 880-6 MA Extended Essays

Please place this proposal on the agenda of the next meeting of the Faculty of Arts and
Social Sciences Graduate Studies Curriculum Committee.

Chris Gibson
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Calendar Entry Change for International Studies

Summary of change:

Removing language of B+ as the passing grade for IS 880-6 MA Extended Essays.

Rationale for change:

The change is to make clear that the marking of the extended essay is on the same scale of that of
other courses. As it is clear students can receive the full range of marks in their other courses, it
should be clear that students can receive the full range of marks on their Extended Essay. The
minimum of a B+ has led to confusion among students, and pressure on faculty to inflate grades
for passing. The CGPA minimum of 3.0 for the program remains in place.

Effective term and year: Fall 2016

Will this change impact current students? If yes, what is the plan for current students?

No.

FROM TO

Program Requirements Program Requirements

1. Extended Essays Track 1. Extended Essays Track

Students complete a minimum of 30 units, Students complete a minimum of 30 units,

including at least 24 units of coursework and two including at least 24 units of coursework and
extended essays (6 units). Each extended essay two extended essays (6 units). Each extended
should be approximately 8,000 words. The essay should be approximately 8,000 words.
options are writing a policy briefing (or policy The options are writing a policy briefing (or
briefings), a review essay (or review essays),or | policy briefings), a review essay (or review
some other type of writing focused on synthesis | essays), or some other type of writing

and analysis, rather than original research. A focused on synthesis and analysis, rather

mintmum-grade-of B+is-required-for 1S-880-for | than original research.
degree-completion:
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