. ‘ Education 465-4 .

Children’s Literature

Regqul ar Semester, 1986 Instructor: Lissa Faul
Tuesdays, S:30 - 9:20 Location: MFX 7600

OBJECTIVES

When a child comes to you and says: "This is the best book 1
ever read. Do you have any more like it?" how do you know what kind
of book that child is looking for. This course is about finding out
what that question means, and how to go about answeringit.

QUTLINE OF TOFICS
A child who has been moved so deeply by a book that he or she
wants another just like it, has clearly found something very powerful
in the story-—-something not likely answered by novel-study,

back-of-the-book questions or comprehension-test questions.

As someone sharing books with children, yvou can discover what
kind of story that child is after: a home story, a
jack—-the-giant-killer story, an adventure story, a mother—-and-daughter
story, whatever. To do that, you need two skills: an understanding
of what kind of question the child is asking: and a broad knowledge of
stories.

This course is not about decoding, and not about making honey
projects ocut of Winnie—-the—-Fooh stories. It is about children’s
literature as literature. Historical, educational, psycholeogical and
philosophical contexts of children’s literature will be explored so
that in the end, you can be vour own literary critic-—someone wha
engages easily in what Aidan Chambers calls "booktalk."

The course moves in roughly chronological fashion: first, &
brief history of children and children®s literature; then through oral
tradition {(myth and fairytale); and into the relationships between ‘
children’™s literature and literacy (including picture books and poetry
as well as prose fiction). Taopics include those which constitute
literary discourse: gemnre, heroes and heroines, time and space,
epiphanies, secret stories and so forth.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS

Classes consist of a mix of lectures, seminars, group
discussions, films and other audio-visual material.. Storytellers, and
other people involved with children®s literature will be invited to
class as well. Attendance and participation are required in class,
and completion of readings, and written assignments. For thirty
minutes at th end ofeach class, each student will be required to make
a journal entry synthesizing the content of the class. This will be
handed in for part of the final grade. Two essays and one oral
presentation will also be required during the semester.

The grade breakdown is as follows:

Essay 1 25%
Essay 2 257
Journal 25%

Seminar and Class Farticipation 25%
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Frances Hodgspn Burnett, The_Secret Garden (Fuffin)
John Bunrningham, Would you rather ... — (Collier)
Aidan Chambers, The Fresent Takers (Magnet)

Florence Farry Heide, IThe Shrinking of Ireehorn (Puffin)
Russel Hoban. Bread and Jam_for_ Francis (Scholastic)

Heinrich Hoffmann, Struwwelpeter (Ficcolo)
Ted Hugh, The_Iron_Man (Faber)

E.L. Koni qsbe{rg, Jennifer, Hecate, Macbeth, William McKinley and_me,
Elizabeth (Collier)

Ursula LeGui%, The Wirard of Earthsea (Fuffin)

Janet Lunn, The_ Root Cellar (Fenguin)

Fhillipa Fearice, Tom’ s _Midnight Barden (Fuffim)
Christina Ro%setti, Goblin Market (Dover)
Antoine de Saint—Exupery, The Little Frince (Harcourt Brace

Jovanovich)
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(Flease note}these are all paperbacks, approximately $1.50 ea)



