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Note: Restricted to PDP students going on the French immersion program at Laval University. This course is
being taught in conjunction with EDUC 298-2: Special Topics: Curriculum Resources and Theory (IRPs). While
on campus at SFU, the language of instruction will be English, but while at Laval University the language of
instruction will be French.

DESCRIPTION

In this course we will critically examine assumptions about language teaching and learning. We will look at
current approaches to teaching French as a second language (Core French) in Canada. We will explore our
own processes as second language learners. We will look at how to plan for lessons and courses keeping the
learners as the central focus of our plans. Activities will be done in a large group, small groups, and
individually. One of the main aims of the course is to develop and enhance skills in the French language so
that students will be better prepared for the world of the French speaking classroom. The cultural bias of the
activities will lead to a better understanding of French as a living language in constant change spoken by
Francophones around the world.

OBJECTIVES

1. To enable students to assess their own language needs and to work toward improving their skills.

2. To familiarise students with the current pedagogical principles of second language teaching including
assessment and evaluation.

3. To present students with strategies for teaching Core French in a communicative / experiential manner.

4. To engage students in a wide variety of French experiences involving the four skills of listening, speaking,
reading, and writing. These will be accomplished through activities using conversation, discussion, debate,
reporting, media, role-play, field trips and co-operative activities.

5. To enhance the appreciation of French culture through the class activities and visiting sites in Quebec city.

REQUIREMENTS
Participation in all activities and a desire to be immersed in a French experience is essential.

1. A self-evaluation of one’s language competency and a needs assessment (at SFU). (part of #6)

2. The researching, writing and presentation of a collaborative article on one aspect of the theory of second
language learning or teaching (at SFU). (20%)

3. The development and presentation of a mini-lesson (at SFU). (20%)

4. The development of a French Resource Binder (at SFU and in Quebec). (40%)

5. The gathering and sharing of authentic documents and trade books (in Quebec). (part of #4)

6. A self-evaluation of one’s language development and implications for future learning as well as personal
journals to be submitted in person and by email (in Quebec). (20%)
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