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DESCRIPTION

In contrast to traditional views of education as the acquisition of abstract intellectual competencies
and so-called marketable skills, and moral education as a discrete subject, educational theorists are
paying increasing attention to the realization that education is itself a moral project. In other words,
classroom practices, curricula, and educational policy all reflect a certain moral standpoint, but one
which goes all too often unexamined. In this course we will re-open questions of morality in
education -- the nature of morality and moral agency; domains of moral concern; how we ought to
live in harmony with each other and the environment; and strategies of moral transformation. Since
these questions are essentially questions of moral selfhood, the course will focus as much on
self-transformation as on the exploration of content.

OBJECTIVES
The course will aim to foster:

* the capacity for (written and oral) reflexive inquiry into our theoretical frameworks and practices

* the ability to read philosophical texts accurately and critically, and to employ philosophical
vocabulary

* the ability to participate in productive large and small group dialogues in a community of inquiry

REQUIREMENTS
* reading responses - 45%
* workshop sessions toward the final paper - 15%
* final paper - 40%

** Please note: There is no final exam in this course.
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