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The purpose of this course is to develop in prospective teachers the 
capacity to understand and evaluate educational slogans and theories 

(a) by examining the nature and dimensions of educational theory, and 
(b) by studying and evaluating various proposals for education 

Outline 

I.	 The Nature of Educational Theory 

1) The view that Educational Theory is an autonomous discipline. 

2) The view that Educational Theory is an architectonic discipline. 

II.	 Dimensions of Educational Theor 

1) The empirical dimensions 

2) The value dimensions 

3) The metaphysical dimensions 

4) Philosophy and Educational Theory 

III. Theory and Practice 

1) The Utopian approach: 

2) The piecemeal approach:

Plato's Republic 

Skinner's Walden ir 

Evaluation and reorganization 

IV.	 Two Popular Slo2ans 

1) Child - centered education 

2) Education as socialization 

V.	 Contemporary Educational Theorists 

1) John Dew - Paul Goodman 

2) Jerome Bruner - James McClellan
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