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SIMON FRASEEF UNIVERSITY 3 -F
Liemorandum
To: Senate From: Prcfessicnal Fcundations

Subject: Amended Entrance Reguirements to J. ¥, Ellis
Professioneal DeveIOpment Progrs.m Iate;  Cctober 24, 1965
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The following motion was passed at the Faculty of Education meeting of October 30,

and is submitied for your ccnsideration.

"Moved that the minimum requirement for eniry into the
Proiessional Development Program be increased from 45..
semester heurs to 60 sen.ester hcurs in the Faculties of
Arts end ZcienceJd < 2 ;6/.«/4---/6-/5"’ e

Subject to Senate approval this amendment will become effective an Jzznary 1, 1868.
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The following are presented in support of this proposal:

1) Increasing the acadeinic preparation of teachers has bean = well
established tread in teacher training for some years, Changes
in curriculum with resnect to Mathematics, Ocience, Ianguage
Arts, and proposed curriculum changes in Social Studies call for
substantial improved acaceinic preparation for beginning teachers,

2) The present reguirement of 45 semesier hours results in the
acgquisition of an Elementary 3Basic teaching certificate on grad-
vation from the Proiessional I'evelopment Program. Al hcugn
this certificaz now requires a full calendar year of additional
work as compared with U,B.C., it must be upgraded through the
mecium of a further semester of studies in Arts or Ocience to an
Elementary Advanced certificate within four years.

3) 60 semester hours of academic preparation wculd provide 2 sounder
bﬂszu for predicting success as students proceed to a degree., Fur-
thermo‘\,, students with 60 semester hours would, at this point, be
well advanced into a2 majors program before eatering the Profes-
sional Development Program, OStudents meeting the 45 hcur re-
quirement must concenirate on reguired ccurses siipulated by th
Lepartment of Ecucation at the expsnse of prerequisites for majors,
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both the academic and in-school portion of the Proiessional
Developinent Program lay heavy siress on the personal respoi=~
sibility of students. There is considerable evidence to show

that maturer studenis are raore ready to accept the advantages

of a freely structured progrem. <JStudents who complete Grade XIII
and one semester often do not have sufficient exposure to the ireer
learning enviroament of the university to take full advantage of the
self-initiating opportunities provicded by the program. It is felt
that a further semester cf studies in a wniversity environment
would add materially to the overall academic maturity of our
student body. '

The Irofessional Development Program has seen its student -
population increase 10 times within one year. Course enrolment
projections predict a further increase of 140% by September 1867.
This increase places great strain on orderly and efficient growth.
We have already the largest teacher education program of this
type in North America, Cur program, with the frimester system,
is the moct coimplex of its kind .and the diffucion of students is the
most wide-spread,

There is a direct ratio between stafi requirements and student
pcpulation, Staff is normally appointed once a year bui there

are three intakes of student annually, It may be necessary for
Professional Foundations to control the size of student intakes in
any given semester. A recent survey of students shows that the
increased acadeinic requirements would result in reduction of
about 10% of applicationsto the Proiessional Leveleopiient Program,
This fact encourages the opinion that there is substantial stucent
acceptance of the -increased reguirement fo 80 semestier hours
resulting in a much superior teaching certificate,



