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either or both of public opinion or political representation: Andrew Heard, Paul 

Warwick, Lynda Erickson [now Emeritus, but still active in a SSHRC project], 

Patrick Smith and me. The proposed Centre will be an active force in bringing 

together all of these colleagues in collaborative projects, often extending well 

beyond SFU, as the application indicates. 

A second and related motivation for the Centre's creation is the success of the 

above-noted colleagues in obtaining major and 'standard' external grant funds for 

our research. We have been very successful with SSHRC in the last few years, 

and have excellent prospects for future success, give the impressive publication 

records of all concerned. We have also obtained major multi-year grant monies 

for collaborative research projects, from not just the SSHRC, 



... 
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modest inter-disciplinary group, but fully intend to extend it as the Centre finds its 

footing. 

A fourth motivation stems from our visit by Dr. Hans-Dieter Klingemann in 2008-

09 as the Canada Council's Diefenbaker Visiting Professor in Political Science. 

As you know, we were fortunate to win the national competition for the sole 

Diefenbaker Award that year by recruiting and presenting Dr. Klingemann's 

application. While Dr. Klingemann was here, we came to understand that 

attracting other top-flight international political science scholars to SFU as SFU r2 Tc611.1
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Simon Fraser University 
Centre for the Study of Public Opinion 

and Political Representation 

The name of this unit is the "Centre for the Study of Public Opinion and Political 
Representation. " 

I. Purpose 
This new Centre at SFU will support social science research into matters of 
public opinion and political representation, with regional, national and 
comparative international objects of study. The major initial research themes will 
include: 

• Elections, political parties and public opinion: Canadian and Comparative 
perspectives 

• Changing dynamics and challenges in representation and deliberation in 
civil society and the broader political community 

• Interactions between public opinion, interest mobilization and public policy 

and y

• 

C h d y .  social 
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for this project through at least the next two federal elections, from 
SSHRC and Elections Canada. 
"Canadian Social Democracy and the Fourth Party System" 
{SSHRC standard grant, David Laycock, Lynda Erickson and 
Steven Weldon] 
"Federalism and representation in the European Union and 
Canada" {Michael Howlett, David Laycock and Steven Weldon, 
with John Eric Fossum, Research Director, ARENA, Oslo, as part 
of ARENA's Transformation and Sustainability of the European 
Political Order' research project. See 
http://www.arena.uio.no/aboutlcoreareas/coreareas08-11.xml http:2
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3. Centre for the Study of Public Opinion and Political Representation policies will 
be 
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4. Project funding for research conducted under the auspices of this Centre has 
been and will be obtained through external grant competitions. Exceptions to this 
rule will involve provision of ' in kind' resources by SFU, such as office space and 
access to library and computer facilities for visiting faculty and post-doctoral 
associates of the Centre. 

5. The University will be recognized in all publications stemming from research 
projects conducted with Centre for the Study of Public Opinion and Political 
Representation sponsorship or support. 


