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OVERVIEW 

In February 2009, the Vice-President, Academic established the Advisory Committee on 
Colleges (ACC) to consider the feasibility of alternative structures that could house the 
range of units that lie outside faculties yet support the core academic mission. The impetus 
for considering a college or alternative as a new academic administrative structure at SFU 
came as a result of a recommendation made in 2008 by the 



SFU INITIATIVES 

There are a number 
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COLLEGES WITHIN THE UNIVERSITY SETTING 

The committee has reviewed a number of examples of university units that provide 
interdisciplinary programming by faculty members who come from a range of 
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The B.Phil program is an intensive three-year, two-summer program that combines 
interdisciplinary experiential curriculum with a Canadian 
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English as a Second Language; Distance Education and e-Learning; credit and non-credit 
Visual Arts and Music programming; writing and math tutoring centres available to all full­
and part-time students; and financial aid, advising, prior learning assessment and student 
advocacy directed toward adult and part-time students. 

The college also offers a jointly administered part-time Bachelor of Integrated Studies 
degree. The College of Extended Learning manages administrative oversight, while 
academic oversight is provided by Renaissance College. 

Col/ege ofSustainabiUt,y. Dalhousie UniversifJ' 
Dalhousie's College of Sustainability opens in September 2009, and will house the new 
Environment, Sustainability and Society program, 0355 Tc 5.f
0.026 9Tj
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The mission of the college is to provide support to graduate students and graduate 
programs. Faculty members hold membership in the college for the purposes of furthering 
the education of graduate students and/or the enhancement of research, scholarly or 
artistic work at University of Saskatchewan. Members must have an academic appointment 
and are nominated for membership by their academic units. The college can appoint 
Adjunct Professors at the recommendation of academic units. Any supervisory issues that 
come between students and their faculty member supervisors are 6 1 t w e e n  T j 
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STRUCTURAL ISSUES AND CONCERNS AT SFU 

While the college examples above have arisen to meet specific perceived needs for thematic 
programming or unit restructuring at each 



11 

• A thematic college structure might not increase enrollment. but rather redistribute 
existing students and resources. The financial concerns of 



PROPOSED SFU COLLEGE STRUCTURE AND POLICIES 

Definition 

A Simon Fraser University college is an academic unit that fosters wide collaboration 
around an identified learning approach and/or theme among faculty membersl staff, 
studentsl and/or the external community across disciplinary boundaries that are not 
addressed by current faculty structures. 

There was considerable committee discussion around the name "college." In the end, we 
suggest retaining that title, as our proposal is most similar to widely accepted "college" 
terminology as used at other universities in Canada and internationally. Also, UBC has 
established a precedent for using the term "college" within a Be university. 
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Nevertheless, the term "college" has other meanings in the British Columbia post-secondary 
system. An alternative nomenclature would reallocate the SFU titles of "Centre" and 
"Insiuspect <</Cs2<</638.7s alternj
04t <</Cs2<</6soTd
(of )Tj





We considered whether to create one SFU college with many programs, or a number of 
colleges. One concern was that a single college might develop with too many unrelated 
programs, creating a lack of cohesion. We recognized that different colleges with diverse 
functions might develop, some with a number of related programs and others with just a 
single focu 3.608 c 0 1.23312.595 0 Td
(u6hers )Tj
Ra.0032 Tc 338 00 Td
(p06grams )T0325 Tc 3.60290 Td
(t09erse )Tjo.01l8 Tc 2.59540 Td
(f91Tj
0.0207nticip28 Tc 2.8715 0 0 11.6cu 3.61 717.36 Tm
(r65.52r )Tj
-2 Tc 11.2 5 0 Td
.2 318.22 678.48(an8(r65.52r )Tj.0096 Tc 2.64 0 0 112.6grams )Tb9 Tc 11.2 70 Td
(c2nsidered j
0pos06 Tc 31.06820 Td
(c25sidered inTc 4.338 0 Td
138 0 ams )T039 Tc -34.00 Td
(ma9elop, )TfutureTc 11.28110 Td
(w49  )Tj
0.09 Tc 11.2 03 -1.158 T3
(prog)Tj, )Tj
c0.06 Tc 31.06 0 0 11(of8grams )T01 Tc 1.580 0 11.715ers )Tj
c 2 n g l e  m a n y  

of 

a 5gle 

c r 5 b e r  






