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MEMORANDUM
.................. Senate ﬁomm§99§F?“99mWiFF??.°n
Undergraduate Studias
........ New Course Proposals:African | pae. . 8 August 1980
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Action

taken by the Senate Committee on Undergraduate

Studies at its meeting of August 5, 1980 gives rise to the
following motion:

MOTION

That Senate approve, and recommend approval to the
Board of Governors, the proposed new courses AME.110-3
(An Introduction to Modern Standard Arabic I) and

AME. 112
as set

NOTE -

-3 (An Introduction to Modern Standard Arabic II)
forth in paper S.80-106.

On July 9th, the Senate Committee on Academic
Planning considered the question of whether

Arabic courses, if approved, should be offered
under the auspices of the African/Middle East
Studies Program or the Department of Languages,
Literatures and Linguistics. The conclusion
reached by that committee was that it is appro-
priate for such courses, if approved, to be

offered under the auspices of the African/Middle
East Studies Program since the courses have greater
salience for faculty and students associated with
that program. However, in discussions at the

August 5th meeting of the Senate Committee on
Undergraduate Studies it was agreed that attentionalso
will be drawn to these courses in the DLLL section
of the undergraduate calendar. The courses will be
offered through the African/Middle East Studies
Program with the concurrence of the DLLL. It was
also noted that although language programs in the
DLLL emphasized fluency in speaking, reading and
writing, that department does offer introductory
reading courses in several languages. Such courses
have a function similar to that proposed for the
Arabic courses in question.

The Committee was informed that the publisher of the
proposed textbook supplies a series of audio tapes
related to the text. Students will be provided with
the opportunity of utilizing such materials in the
language laboratory.
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A question was raised about the level of skill

a student could expect to acquire through taking

two introductory courses. When it was noted that

a fairly minimal reading knowledge could be achieved,
a further question was raised about the provision of
courses beyond the two in question. Experience in
the offering of Swahili, to the extent that it can
.be taken as a guide, suggests a substantial enrolment
in the first semester course (25 to 30) and a consider-
ably smaller enrolment in the second semester course
(12 to 15). If one could predict a similar scale of
attrition between the second and subsequent courses,
it is readily apparent that the offering of further
courses is unlikely to be viable. Nevertheless the
provision of an opportunity to gain even a minimal
reading knowledge of Arabic is seen as an important
enrichment of the African/Middle East Studies Program.

‘ Under the authority delegated to it by Senate, the
, Senate Committee on Undergraduate Studies has approved
a waiver of the normal two semester lead time require-
ment so that AME,110-3 can be first offered in the
Spring semester 81-1.

P



SIMON FRASER UNIVERSITY %

MEMORANDUM U scu g0-40

Senate Committee on Undergraduate '
Studies Senate Camittee on Ac,a.ie,.,,; /%,,,,

At the July 9 meeting of the Senate Committee on Academic Planning, a proposal
was received from the African/Middle East Studies Program recammending the
introduction of two new courses to the A.M.E. curriculum. These courses are:
' AME-110-3 An Introduction to Modern Standard Arabic (I)
AME. 112-3 An Introduction to Modern Standard Arabic (II)

Responsibility for assessing the content of these two courses and the merit of
their being offered by Simon Fraser University is the function of the Senate
Camittee on Undergraduate Studies. The two course proposals were forwarded
to SCAP for consideration of whether or not they should be offered under the
auspices of the African/Middle East Studies Program or, alternatively, the
Department of Languages, Literatures and Linguistics.

My purpose in writing to you as Secretary of SCUS is to advise you that
consideration of this question at SCAP gave rise to the following motion:

Subject to SCUS approval of the offering of the ‘

proposed courses, AME-110 and AME-112, they shall
be offered under the auspices of the African/
Middle East Studies Program. '

Would you please ensure that the proposal fram the African/Middle East Studies

Program (attached) as well as this memorandum are placed on the agenda of the
next meeting of the Senate Cammittee on Undergraduate Studies.
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MEMORANDUM
P Mr, HMo Evans ... from.....Janet Blanchet, Secretary to the
Faculty of Interdisciplinary Studies
..................... Registrar & Secretary, SCUS. ... . . . .. Undergraduate Curriculum Committee .
Subject........... Proposal for. the. Introduction of .. . Date.. .19 June 1980 . .
Two New Courses in AME (I.S.C.80~8)

Attached are two new course proposals, AME. 110-3 - An Introduction to
Modern Standard Arabic (I), and AME. 112-3 ~ An Introduction to Modern
Standard Arabic (II), which were approved at a meeting of the Faculty of
Interdisciplinary Studies Undergraduate Curriculum Commlttee on Monday
June 16, 1980.

These course proposals have been referred to the Library for comment and
have been circulated to other faculties for information. In addition, I
attach a memo from the Department of Languages, Literatures and Linguistics
in this regard,

A waiver of the two semester lead time is requested in order to facilitate
the offering of AME. 110~3 in 1981-1.

Would you please place this item on the agenda for the next meeting of the
Senate Committee on Undergraduate Studies.
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— ~ SIMON FRASER UNIVERSITY

MEMORANDUM
- See Distribution List | From W.L. Cleveland, Co-ordinator .
e Bt e e e —
........................................................................................................................................ Africa/Middle East Studies Program
Subject. ARABIC_COURSES. IN. AFRICA/MIDDLE EAST Date.. ... . 17 June 1980 o
_STUDIES PROGRAM

Attached for your information is a proposal for the introduction of two
Arabic language courses in Africa/Middle East Studies. The proposal has been
approved by the Faculty of Interdisciplinary Studies Undergraduate Curriculum
Committee.

":(/ ‘7§ﬂ (»‘?atﬂﬁ’/(lt-u/[ ?,ég/l 69’/—4,_‘7”,41/,, :

W.L. Cleveland

W  WLC:ddd ~ | | .

Distribution

Dr. W. Roberts, Chairman, Faculty of Arts
Undergraduate Curriculum Committee
Dr. M. Widween, Chairman, Faculty of Education
A Undergraduate Curriculum Committee
Dr. A. Sherwood, Chairman, Faculty of Science
‘ Undergraduate Curriculum Committee

cc: H. Evans, Registrar
,~J. Blanchet, Assistant to the Dean, Faculty of
Interdisciplinary Studies




SIMON FRASER UNIVERSITY

MEMORANDUM
/<o Dr. W. L. Cleveland, From Dr. Neville J. Lincoln,
NO...ooovv SO OEALRGEGE s - ChaiFmaii; DEPATEHEnt of TANGUAGEs;
Africa/Middle East Studies Program. Literatures & Linguistics.

Further to my previous memo, this is inform you that I met withﬁl&c"“'TY OF M
Divisional Chairmen on Thursday to examine further the implications of
your offering Arabic within the AME program. It was decided not to oppose
your proposal since we had no possibility right now of putting on these
courses in the DLLL but concern was expressed that this should not be seen
as a precedent for other departments to put on courses which logically fall
within our own competence. In the event that a need arises for an Arabic
language and literature program, it is felt that we are the appropriate
department to teach it. In the meantime, it was strongly recommended that
you should consult with this Department in drawing up your course outlines
and in selecting your teaching personnel.

Finally, it was pointed out that it might be more logical at this point
to transfer responsiblity for our Swahili courses to AME.

A e A ﬁ:j. C;:'~\%—d-'<ZL§__
NJL/bg : : Dr. Neville J. Lincoln, 1
: - Chairman, DLLL.



OFFICE OF THE DEAN
MAY 29 1980
Leveland FACULTY OF ARTS
\q5 Dr. W.L. Clevelan

........................................................................................................................... from.... Helen Gray,.Senior Librarian . ...
for History and Pélitical Science
............................................................................................................................. .....Social Sciences Division. - Library...

SIMON FRASER UNIVERSITY
MEMORANDUM

Library resources for proposed

SuHed“”tbﬁféé§f”AME”llO”éﬁdmlIZ ...................................

Date. .....28 May 1980 .. ...t s

Because the purpose of the two Arabic language courses proposed for
the Africa/ME curriculum will be to teach reading they will be textbook
courses using Introduction to modern Arabic by F.J.Ziadeh and R.B. Winder, and

will have little need of the library's resources for Middle East studies

which have been adequate to the graduate level for the past ten years.

However, when these students of Arabic wish to test their progress
there.are several Arabic journals in the collection for them, for example,

Arab Dawn and Islamic culture and a large number of books in Arabic as well.

Haloww Q}a«)
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MEMORANDUM

Two New Courses in AME

What follows 1s a proposal for the introduction of two new courses to
the AME curriculum. The courses are: -

AME. 110-3 An Introduction to Modern Standard Arabic (I)

Basic structures and patterns of the modern literary language.

Oral drills with practice in pronunciation are integrated with

elements of reading and writing simple Arabic prose.
‘Tutorial/Laboratory

AME. 112-3 An Introduction to Modern Standard Arabic (II)
A continuation of AME. 110-3 with greater emphasis on devel-
oping reading skills and fluency in the pronunciation of
written texts.

Tutorial/Laboratory

Prerequisite: AME. 110-3 or equivalent.

Rationale.

I. Relationship of Proposed New Courses to Existing Programs at SFU

.

The proposed courses in arabic are intended to complement courses

already within the SFU curriculum and more generally to strengthenm SFU's
African/Middle East Program. For some years now, the AME Program has re-
ceived several petitions for the inclusion of Arabic in the university
curriculum in order to build on the strong AME offerings in History and
Sociology and Anthropology which have long existed.

From its beginnings, SFU has offered a program in Middle Eastern studies
unique to Western Canadian universities. Eight courses in.History are specif-
ically devoted to Middle Eastern topics and range from the civilisation of

classical Islam, to change and revolution in modern Egypt; two courses in
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AME emphasize the Middle East; and offerings in Geography, Political Science,
and Sociology and Anthropoldgy have Middle Eastern content. While the program
appears to have had a fairly low level of recognition within SFU, the high
standard of faculty scholarship assoclated with Middle Eastern studies at

ghis institution has been internationally acknowledged for nearly a decade.
ﬁost recent evidence of such recognition can be provided by the examples of
#hree associated faculty from the Department of History, the discipline which
offers most of the Middle East related courses: Professor Allan Cunningham
currently holds a Guggenheim Fellowship; Professor J.P. Spagnolo, just begin-
ning a sabbatical leave, has received an SSHRC Leave Fellowship and a Bilateral
Exchange Fellowshiﬁ with France; Professor W.L. Cleveland is the recipient of
an SSRC award under the auspices of the Ford Foundation and the National Endow-
ment of the Humanities for an overseas research project to be initiated in
January 1981, and has been selected to serve as the program chairman for the
annual meeting of the Middle East Studies Association of North America (to be
held in Seattle in November 1981.) Without exception, these awards were made
for the advancement of scholarship in the field of Middle Eastern studies. 1In
éddition, other SFU scholars whose research interests are associated with
Middle'East area studies have received substantial international recognition
En recent years: Professor Heribert Adam, who held a Visiting Professorship

;t the American University in Cairo in 1971-73 and who offers courses in both
AME and Sociology and Anthropology with Middle Eastern content, has won several
fellowships and awards in the past five yecars; Professor Ingram-Ellis, whose
research and teaching speciality involves the European presence in the Near

and Middle East, has published two books with the Clarendon Press on the origins

of the Great Game in Asia. Of Canadian universities, only the Institute of
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Islamic Studies at McGill and the Department of Middle East and Islamic Studies
at Toronto provide curriculum coverage and recognized scholarship in the Middle
East equal to that at SFU.

The major distinction among the curricula at the three institutions is in
area studies languages. While McGill and Toronto offer Aramaic, Syriac, Hebrew,
Persian, Turkish, Arabic and, "upon request", others, SFU offers nothing. It
is the opinion of the AME S;eering Committee that the scholarly support of Middle
Eastern studies in'other disciplines 1s sufficient to warrant the inclusion of

two introductory Arabic courses in the AME curriculum.

II. Placement of the Courses in AME

The proposal requests that the two courses be placed in AME. A review of
curriculum policies in other institutions with developed Middle East programs
suggests that this is normal practice. At McGill, Arabic, as well as other
Middle Eastern Languages, is qffered by the Institute of Islamic Studies. The
same curriculum policy is followed by the Department of Middle Eastern and
Islamic Studies at Toronto, the Department of Modern Near Eastern and North
African Studies at Michigan, the Department of Near Eastern Studies at Princeton,
and by equivalent departments at UCLA and Columbia. At the universities of
Texas, Wasﬁington, Wisconsin and Yale, Arabic is offered in departments variously
titled Near Eastern Languages and Literatures, Oriental and African Languages,
etc, In these latter institutions, Arabic is cross-listed with the offerings
of major programs in Near and Middle Eastern Studies.

Curricular practice elsewhere is not the sole reason for the proposal to
place the two introductory Arabic courses in AME, As I have written to Dr.
Lincoln, the objectives of the two courses are to promote reading skills, not

vernacular ones. Modern standard Arabic is not a colloquial language, but is
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instead the literary 1anéuage of newspapers, fiction, formal political writing,
and official newscasts. It has been developed in an effort to transcend re-
gional dialects. While all of the Arabic programs associated with the univer-
sities mentioned above endeavor to train students in proper pronunciation, it

is not the usual practice to initiate training in the colloquial dialects until ..
an advanced level of modern literary Arabic has been obtained.

Therefore, it is the feeling of the AME Steering Committee that the ob-
jectives of the two courses probably suit AME's needs more than those of DLLL.
They constitute the enrichment of a currently existing minor degree program in
area studies and their curricular integration will be more conveniently achieved
within that degfee structure than with a full program in languages, literatures,
and linguistics. Naturally, consultation with DLLL will exist. The AME co-
ordinator intends to submit course outlines and reading lists to the DLLL chair-
man for his comments. The DLLL Divisional Chairmen have reviewed this entire

proposal and have given it their tentative support.

ITI. Potential Enrollment

As is frequently the case when new course proposals are "in the air", the
interest expressed in AME. 110-3 Introductory Arabic (I) suggests that a healthy
enrollment can be projected. It is impossible to assert whether this can be
maintained over time or over the two course sequence. A fairly high drop rate
can be anticipated. Nevertheless, it is the opinion of the AME Stéering Com-

i

mittee that the support courses for Arabic are sufficiently extensive, and the
program sufficiently unique and important, to justify the épproval and the trial
offering of the two courses.

More specifically, the potential enrollment in such courses would be drawn
from students currently in ﬁiddle Eastern area studies courseé; from students

in other disciplines in the university who have an interest in Islamic studies;

from qualified students in the Greater Vancouver community who might wish to take
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Arabic as part of a diploma program; and from language/linguistics majors who
may, from time to time, be encouraged to gain some familiarity with the struc-
ture of a contemporary semetic language.

While the main purpose of the AME Steering Committee in introducing the
two courses is to enhance the Middle East curriculum for students currently en-
rolled at SFU, the Committee also feels that the existence of a unique and con-
temporarily significant language program at this institution, combined with a
long-established Middle East curriculum and'an internationally recognized group
of scholars of the region, possesses the potential to attract to this university

undergraduates and graduates who might otherwise attend other institutions.

IV. Funding and Staffing

The position required to teach the proposed courses is that of a part-time
Lecturer. Should the courses be approved it is the intention of the AME
Steering Committee to recommend a two-semester appointment to begin 1 January

1981, Naturally, no formal search can begin until the course proposals have

" been approved. However, preliminary inquiries by .the AME Co-ordinator have

shown that qualified-personnel does exist in the Greater Vancouver area.

Funding for 1980-81 will be provided by a consortium composed of the
Faculty of Arts, the Faculty of Interdisciplinary Studies, and the Dean of
Continuing Studies. Regular funding will be requested in the position authori-
zation submissions for 1981-82. The possibility of external funding will also
be explored.

V. Appointment Procedures and Supervision

The search committee for the position will be composed of the Co-ordinator
of AME (currently W.L. Cleyeland) plus two members of the Steering Committee,

and, if possible, one member from DLLL. The AME Co-ordinator will assume the
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responsibility of classroom visits and the provision of a review of the ap-

pointee's performance to the appropriate Faculty Dean in accordance with AC 23,

VI. Library Support/Laboratory Availability

The attached report shows that library support is adequate. Tapes will
need to be purchased and language laboratory time arranged with DLLL. Funding
for the tapes will be in the range of $200.00. It should be possible to pro-
vide this sum from allocated funds. Laboratory usage is under discussion with

Professor Lincoln.




SENATE COMMITTEE ON UNDERGRADUATE STUDIES
" NEW_COURSE PROPOSAL FORM '
} . . .
”(.;glendur Information Departaent : Afrlca/b_‘l_ldCI]:e—liaSt Stud;s
Abbreviation Code:  AME, . Course Number:_ 110 Credit Hours: 3 Vector: 0-4-0 )

i11la of Course: An Introduction to Modem Standard Arabic (I)

Celendar Description of Course: Basic structures and pattems of the modem literary
language. Oral drills with practice in pronunciation are integrated with elements of

reading and writing simple Arabic prose.

Nature of Course
vrerequisitee (or epecial instructions): none

What course (courses), if any, is being dropped from the calendar if this course is
approved: none

2. Scheduling _
How ffeqn-ncly will the course be offered? Once a year
Semester in which the course will first be offered? 81-1 (request waiver of normal
Which of your present faculty would bo'avd.lablc to make the t}’?o?fﬂ‘fitgff%?fﬂgtme)
possible? none .

oo

) bjectives of the Courase ‘
To enable students to acquire basic reading and pronunciation skills in modern
standard Arabic. (See attached table of contents from proposed text .)

4. Budgetary and Space Requiremsnts (for inforwation only)

What additional resources will be required in the following areas:

Faculty Appointment of Sessional Instructor or Part-time lecturer

Staff -

L.ibrary -

Audin Visual Purchase of suitable language tapes.
Space -

Equipoent -

5. Approval . ' . We s
Date: A7 W”h, [4ro . Zj Ia\/"'?? 450 °

WY ok \ZwﬁM>

Department Chairtan

Chai-man, SCUS

SLis 73-34b:- (When completing this form, for instructions see Memorandum SCUS 73-34a.
Atvach course outline).
et 73
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SENATE COMMITTEE ON UNDERGRADUATE STUDIES
NEW COURSE PROPOSAL FORM

Africa/Middle East
l. talendar Information Department : _Studies Program

Abbreviation Code: AME.  Course Number: 112 Credit Hours: 3 Vector:0-4-0
Fitle of Course: An Introduction to Modem Standard Arabic (II)

Calendar Description of Course: A continuation of AME. 110-3 with greater emphasis
on developing reading skills and fluency in the pronunciation of written texts.

v

Nature of Course
Prerequisites (or special instructioms): AME. 110-3 or equivalent

What course (courses), if any, is being dropped from the calendar if this course is
approved: none

2. Schedullng .
How frequently will the course be offered? Once a year

Semester in which the course will first be offered? 81-2
Which of your present faculty would be available to make the proposed offering
possible? none .

3. Oblectives of the Courae

- To enable students to acquire basic reading and pronunciation skills in modem
standard Arab. (See attached table of contents from proposed text. )

4. uudgeta:y and Space Requirements (for information only)

What additional resources will be required in the following areas:
Faculty Appointment of Sessional Instructor or Part-time Lecturer

Staff -~

Library -
Audio Visual Purchase of suitable language tapes.

Space -

Equipment -

5. Approval

Da‘te': /77[{,(,/ Qb/ﬁ) ‘ A 23 T ¢ { QJ?O o e s W

/[/Ké«é/ Jﬁfo&vﬂ—@&{(@;%

Department Chairman Chairman, SCUS

A .

SLus 73-34b:- (When completing this form, for instructions see Memorandum SCUS 713-34a.
Atrach course outline). .
et [ '73
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